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Lab:1 General Status of Soil 

Conservation in India 

Soil and water are the most important natural resources and physical base for all 

life supporting systems as water sustains life where soil acts as a medium. These two 

resources are too precious for mankind as they meet all the needs and protect the 

environment as well as the civilization. In other words increase in agricultural 

production to feed the increasing population is only possible if there sufficient fertile 

land and water are available for farming. In India, out of 328.87 million hectares of 

geographical area, 68 million hectares are critically degraded while 107 million hectares 

are severely eroded. That's why soil and water should be given first priority from the 

conservation point of view and appropriate methods should be used to ensure their 

sustainability and future availability. Soil conservation is defined as the control of soil 

erosion in order to maintain agricultural productivity. Soil erosion is often the effect of 

many natural causes, such as water and wind. There are also human factors which 

increase the rate of soil erosion such as construction, cultivation and other activities.  

Soil Erosion 

The word erosion has been derived from the Latin word ‘erodere’ which means 

eating away or to excavate. Soil erosion is the detachment, transport & deposition of soil 

particle on land surface It is also termed as loss of soil. It is measured as mass /unit area 

measured as mass /unit area - tonne/ha or Kg/sq.m. 

Erosion actually is a two phase process involving the detachment of individual 

soil particle from soil mass, transporting it from one place to another (by the action of 

any one of the agents of erosion, viz; water, wind, ice or gravity) and its deposition. 

When sufficient energy is not available to transport a particle, a third phase known as 

deposition occurs. In general, finer soil particles get eroded more easily than coarse 

particles (silt is more easily eroded than sand). Hence soil erosion is defined as a process 

of detachment, transportation and deposition of soil particles (sediment). It is evident 

that sediment is the end product of soil erosion process. Sediment is, therefore, defined 

as any fragmented material, which is transported or deposited by water, ice, air or any 
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other natural agent. From this, it is inferred that sedimentation is also the process of 

detachment, transportation and deposition of eroded soil particles. Thus, the natural 

sequence of the sediment cycle is as follows: 

Soil   ⇒ Detachment   ⇒   Transportation   ⇒   Deposition 

Detachment is the dislodging of the soil particle from the soil mass by erosive 

agents. In case of water erosion, major erosive agents are impacting raindrops and 

runoff water flowing over the soil surface. Transportation is the entrainment and 

movement of detached soil particles (sediment) from their original location. Sediments 

move from the upland sources through the stream system and may eventually reach the 

ocean. Not all the sediment reaches the ocean; some are deposited at the base of the 

slopes, in reservoirs and flood plains along the way. 

The uppermost weathered and disintegrated layer of the earth’s crust is referred 

to as soil. The soil layer is composed of mineral and organic matter and is capable of 

sustaining plant life. The soil depth is less in some places and more at other places and 

may vary from practically nil to several metres. The soil layer is continuously exposed to 

the actions of atmosphere. Wind and water in motion are two main agencies which act 

on the soil layer and dislodge the soil particles and transport them. Erosion is almost 

universally recognized as a serious threat to human well being. Erosion reduces the 

productivity of crop land by removing and washing away of plant nutrients and organic 

matter.  

Problems Arising due to Soil Erosion 

Balanced ecosystems comprising soil, water and plant environments are essential 

for the survival and welfare of mankind. However, ecosystems have been disturbed in 

the past due to over exploitation in many parts of the world, including some parts of 

India. The resulting imbalance in the ecosystem is revealed through various undesirable 

effects, such as degradation of soil surfaces, frequent occurrence of intense floods etc. 

Vast tracts of land have been irreversibly converted into infertile surfaces due to 

accelerated soil erosion caused by the above and other factors. These degraded land 

surfaces have also become a source of pollution of the natural water. Deposition of soil 

eroded from upland areas in the downstream reaches of rivers has caused aggradation. 

This has resulted in an increase in the flood plain area of the rivers, reduction of the 
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clearance below bridges and culverts and sedimentation of reservoirs.  The major land 

degradation problems due to sedimentation are briefly discussed as below: 

★ Erosion by wind and water: Out of 144.12 M-ha areas affected by water and 

wind erosion. About 69 M-ha is considered to be critical and needs 

immediate attention. Wind erosion is mainly restricted to States of 

Rajasthan, Gujarat and Haryana. The severity of wind erosion is inversely 

related to the rainfall amount, lesser is the rainfall more would be the wind 

erosion. 

★ Gullies and Ravines: About 4 M-ha is affected by the problem of gullies and 

ravines in the country covering about 12 states. Ravines are mostly located 

in the states of Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Gujarat. 

Gullies on the other hand are seen in the plateau region of Eastern India, 

foot hills of the Himalayas and areas of Deccan Plateau. 

★ Torrents and Riverine Lands:  Problem of Riverine and torrents is spread 

over an area of 2.73 M-ha in the country. Torrents are the natural streams 

which cause extensive damage to life and property as a result of frequent 

changes in their course and associated flash flows with heavy debris loads. 

The unfertile material or debris transported by torrents is sometimes 

deposited on the fertile plains, thus ruining the land for ever. 

★ Water logging: Water logging is caused either by surface flooding or due to 

rise of water table. An area of 8.53 M-ha has been estimated to be affected 

by water logging. Water logging due to surface flooding is predominant in 

the states of West Bengal, Assam, Bihar, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, Uttar 

Pradesh, Kerala, Punjab and Haryana. 

★ Shifting Cultivation: Shifting cultivation, also known as ‘jhuming’ is a 

traditional method of growing crops on hill slopes by slash and burn 

method. The method involves selection of appropriate site on hill slopes, 

cleaning of forest by cutting and burning, using the site for cultivation for 

few years and later on abandoning it and moving to a fresh site. The 

problem is more serious in North Eastern region and in the states of Orissa 

and Andhra Pradesh. 
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Fig: Land Degradation map of India (ICAR, 2010) 
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★ Salt affected soil: Saline soils are prevalent both in inland as well as coastal 

areas. About 5.5 M-ha area is affected by this problem in the country which 

includes arid and semi-arid areas of Rajasthan and Gujarat, black soil 

region and coastal areas. This problem is causing serious damage to 

agricultural lands, rendering fertile soil unproductive. 

★ Floods and Droughts: In India, among the major and medium rivers of both 

Himalayas and non-Himalayas catagories, 18 are flood prone which drain 

an area of 150 M-ha. In recent global warming scenario, flash floods have 

caused extensive damage even in the desert areas of Rajasthan and Gujarat. 

 Importance of Soil Conservation 

In India, out of the total geographical area of 328.87 M-ha, an area of about 150 

M-ha is subjected to either water or wind erosion. A net area of about 140 M-ha is 

cropped at present. An area of 40 M-ha is considered to be flood prone. Area lost 

through ravines and gullies is estimated to be about 4 M-ha. As a whole, it is estimated 

that about 175 M-ha i.e., 53.3% of the total geographical area of the country is subjected 

to various soil and land degradation problems like saline-alkali soils, waterlogged areas, 

ravine and gullied lands, area under shifting cultivation, and desertification. By the year 

2100 A.D, the projected population of the country is expected to be two billion, whereas 

the food grain production is almost stagnant at 211 million tons for the last 5 years. The 

per capita cropped area is shrinking every day; in the year 1950, it was 0.33 ha/capita, 

0.2 ha in 1980 and it was 0.15 ha by 2000. This clearly shows that the limited land 

resource has to be managed very carefully by adopting total conservation measures for 

the survival of the huge population. 

History of Soil Erosion and Soil Conservation Programs in India 

In the early years, the soil erosion problem was more localized but now it has 

become more serious due to over exploitation of natural resources. However, various 

governmental plans have been implemented in the field of conservation of land, water 

and plant resources since pre-independence days  till yet in India presented as: 
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SL. NO. PERIOD 
 

STATUS/MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 
 

   
1 The Pre-

Independence Era  
● In 1882, Sir Dietrich Brands, the Inspector General of 

Forests, suggested planting of belts of trees in the midst 
of cultivation on hill slopes of Nilgiri District of Madras 
Province of pre-independence India. 

● One of the first enactments for prevention of soil 
deterioration was passed in Punjab in 1900 as Land 
Preservation Act. It provided for such measures as Wat 
Bandi (ridge formation), contour trenching, gully 
plugging, terracing, tree planting etc.  

● Soil conservation research in India was initiated during 
1933-35 when the then Imperial (now Indian) Council of 
Agricultural Research decided to establish its regional 
centres for research in dry farming at Sholapur 
(Maharashtra), Bijapur, Raichur, Bellary (Karnataka) and 
Rohtak (Haryana). Holding rain water by construction of 
bunds, green manuring, cultivation of kharif crops on 
shallow soils and fallowing in deep black soils were 
important measures recommended by the research 
stations. 

● A real push to soil conservation was given when a 
separate Soil Conservation Wing in Agricultural 
Department was established in Maharashtra during 
1940’s and massive contour bunding programme was 
taken up following scientific guidelines and specifications. 

● In the 1930’s, ravine reclamation practices were applied 
in the Chambal ravines of the erstwhile state of Gwalior.  

● In 1953, Board of Agriculture made a proposal for a 
systematic reconnaissance survey of Indian soils to assess 
the damage caused by erosion.  

● The Bombay Land Improvement Act of 1942 provided for 
setting up in each division a Land Improvement Board for 
conservation, improvement and regulation of agriculture, 
forest and pasture lands. 

● In 1945, the Central Government obtained the services of 
Dr. Donald V. Shuhart of Soil Conservation Service, 
USDA to report on soil erosion problems in India and 
suggest remedial measures. A high powered seven 
member team visited United States in May, 1947 for 
exhaustive study of soil conservation practices and 
submitted a report to Government of India taking due 
cognizance of the conditions peculiar to the Indian 
Agriculture. The team suggested that the unit of planning 
should be a village or a group of villages or a watershed. 
The report also emphasized that there should be a close 
cooperation between the Department of Forest, 
Agriculture and Irrigation at the centre and in the 
provinces in initiating and developing different phases of 
the conservation programme. 

2 Post-Independence 
Period 

● A conference of state Ministers in-charge of agriculture 
and cooperation was held in New Delhi in September, 
1953. The conference considered that at the state level, 
existing organizations and state development committees 
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should be entrusted with the task of formulating soil 
conservation programmes. It also suggested that any state 
problem with regard to soil conservation should be 
concern of the Central Soil Conservation Board.  

● The central Government in the Ministry of Food and 
Agriculture set up a Central Soil Conservation Board in 
1953. Maharashtra state did pioneering work on problems 
of soil erosion and conservation measures in cultivated 
lands. It was realized that ultimate aim of soil 
conservation was not only to control erosion but also to 
maintain the productivity of soil. 

3 First Five Year Plan 
(1951-56) 

● During the First Five Year Plan (1951-56), considerable 
attention was given to soil and moisture conservation.  
With a view to develop a research base for soil 
conservation, a Soil Conservation Branch and a Desert 
Afforestation Research Station at Jodhpur were 
established under the control of Forest Research 
Institute, Dehra Dun.  

● Consequently, the Central Soil Conservation Board 
established a chain of nine Soil Conservation Research, 
Demonstration and Training Centers at Dehra Dun, 
Chandigarh, Bellary, Ootacamund (now 
Udhagamandalam), Kota, Vasad, Agra, Chatra (Nepal) 
and Jodhpur during the late First Five Year Plan and 
early Second Five Year Plan. 

4 Second Five Year 
Plan (1956-61) 

● In this plan, the Desert Afforestation and Soil 
Conservation Centre at Jodhpur were developed into the 
Central Arid Zone Research Institute (CAZRI) in 1959 
with collaboration of UNESCO.  

● The All India Soil & Land Use Survey Organization was 
established at central level. 

5 Third Five Year Plan 
(1961-66) 

● A centre at Ibrahimpatnam (Hyderabad) in the semi-arid 
red soil region was established in the third five year plan 
in 1962. 

● After the reorganization of Agricultural Research and 
Education in India, all the Soil Conservation Research, 
Demonstration and Training Centres of the Government 
of India were transferred to the Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research (ICAR) on the 1st October, 1967. 

6 Fourth Five Year 
Plan (1969-74) 

● All India Soil & Land Use Survey prepared a detailed 
analysis of different watersheds of the country. The 
concept of Integrated Watershed Management was 
successfully introduced at field level in different parts of 
the country. 

7 Fifth Five Year Plan 
(1974-79) 

Government of India introduced many centrally sponsored 
programmers, viz;  
● Drought Prone Area Programme (DPAP) 
● Flood Prone Area Programme (FPAP) 
● Rural Development Programme (RDP) 
● Desert Development Programme (DDP). (In DPAP and 

DDP, the focus was on planting of trees on degraded 
lands and to drill tube wells to extract groundwater) 

 
8 Sixth Five Year Plan 

(1980-85) 
● In this plan period, more emphasis was given on the 

treatment of small watersheds varying in size up to 2000 
hectare.  
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● An intensive programme for integrated management of 
about 200 sub-watersheds of 8 flood prone catchments of 
Ganga river basin was undertaken during this plan. 

9 Seventh Five Year 
Plan (1985-90) 

● In this plan, DDP in hot and cold desert areas took a 
major establishment and aforestation practices were 
adopted on a large scale following integrated watershed 
management approach.  

● On the basis of the experience gained in various schemes, 
National Watershed Development Programme for 
Rainfed Areas (NWDPRA) was launched in the 7th Plan in 
99 selected districts in the country. 

● NWDPRA was implemented in about 2550 watersheds in 
357 districts of 25 states and two Union Territories, viz; 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Dadra and Nagar 
Haveli.  

● The watershed approach has the advantage of serving the 
twin objectives of restoration of ecological balance and 
socio-economic welfare of watershed community. 

10 Eighth Five Year 
Plan (1990-95) 

● During this period, Ministry of Agriculture, Department 
of Agriculture and Cooperation, New Delhi formulated 
the guidelines for the implementation of NWDPRA and 
published it in the form of a document commonly known 
as WARASA (Watershed Areas Rainfed Agriculture 
System Approach).  

● The Ministry of Rural Development also brought out 
common guidelines for the implementation of DPAP, 
DDP and Integrated Wasteland Development Programme 
(IWDP) in the country so as to maintain uniformity in 
objectives, strategies and expenditure norms for various 
watershed development projects. 

11 Ninth Five Year Plan 
(1997-02) 

● The centrally sponsored scheme for reclamation of alkali 
soils was launched during the Seventh Five Year Plan in 
the states of Haryana, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh. It 
continued during the Eighth Five Year Plan and was 
extended to the states of Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and 
Rajasthan. During 2000-01, it was extended to all other 
states where alkali soil problem exists.  

● The scheme aimed at improving physical conditions and 
productivity status of alkali soils for restoring optimum 
crop production. The major components were assured 
irrigation water, on-farm development works like land 
leveling, bunding and ploughing, community drainage 
system, application of soil amendments, organic manures 
etc. Up to IX plan (1997-02), an area of 426 lakh ha had 
been covered under Priority Delineation Survey (PDS) 
and about 13.1 lakh ha under Detailed Soil Survey (DSS) 
by the All India Soil and Land Use Survey. 

12 Tenth Five Year Plan 
(2002-07) 

● The Tenth Five Year Plan (2002-2007) has put emphasis 
on natural resource management through rainwater 
harvesting, groundwater recharging measures and 
controlling groundwater exploitation, watershed 
development, treatment of waterlogged areas.  

● The Government of India fully funded the Western Ghats 
Development Programme (WGDP), area affected due to 
erosion and water problem. In this programme, the State 
Governments were directed to adopt Integrated 
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Watershed Approach in implementing the activities such 
as soil conservation, agriculture, horticulture, 
afforestation, fuel and fodder development, minor 
irrigation, animal husbandry etc.  

● Various soil conservation measures (engineering and 
agricultural) like construction of check dams, gully 
plugging, plantation of mixed species and contour 
trenching etc were taken up in sensitive Western Ghats  
areas of Sattari, Canacona and Sanguem talukas. 

13  Eleventh Five Year 
Plan (2007-12) 

● Watershed development projects, for the purpose of 
conserving soil and water, were funded through various 
schemes including National Watershed Development 
Projects in Rainfed Areas (NWDPRA), River Valley 
Projects (RVP), and Integrated Wasteland Development 
Programme (IWDP).  

● Emphasis has been given to increase the water resources 
availability and their efficient use. Responsibility for 
ensuring adequate availability of water for agricultural 
use was divided between the Ministry of Water Resources 
(MoWR), which was responsible for major, medium, and 
minor irrigation, the Department of Land Resources, 
which was responsible for watershed management, the 
Department of Rural Development, which was 
responsible for the Mahatma Gandhi Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) and strongly oriented to deal 
with water conservation issues, and the Department of 
Agriculture, which deals with water use efficiency. 

14 Twelfth Five Year 
Plan (2012-17) 

● The Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation 
administers the National Rural Drinking Water 
programme (NRDWP), and the Total Sanitation 
Campaign through which support is extended to the 
states for implementing rural domestic water supply and 
sanitation schemes.  

● Under the NRDWP powers to sanction individual projects 
is given to the states through their State Level Scheme 
Sanctioning Committees. Activities like, water quality 
monitoring and surveillance programme, management 
information system, IEC, Capacity and Communication 
Development Unit (CCDU) were brought under the 
umbrella of NRDWP. 

● Reforms in MGNREGA were done to transform it into our 
largest watershed and productivity enhancing programme  

● Utilized renewed energy to reformed Integrated 
Watershed Management Programme launched in the 11th 
Five Year Plan  

● A completely revamped programme on Repair, 
Renovation and Restoration (RRR) of Water Bodies was 
scrutinized. 

15 NITI Ayog ● The Composite Water Management Index (CWMI) is a 
major step towards creating a culture of data based 
decision-making for water in India, which can encourage 
‘competitive and cooperative federalism’ in the country’s 
water governance and management.  
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Widespread Contamination Found in Northwest India’s Groundwater. 
 

 The Hindu (5 Aug. 2019)  

Indian fertiliser sector’s record on water pollution is a cause for concern: CSE 
 

Business Line(30 July. 2019)  

How industries ruined Ratlam’s groundwater. 
....We have been using this red water for domestic use for the last two decades. Industries in Ratlam has spoilt our land and water.   

The government has not provided us with any alternatives. For industrial misdeeds, why should we suffer?” asks a visibly distraught Sitabai. 
 

(India Water Portal, 25-07-2018)  



Due to surface and groundwater 
contamination, some parts of Punjab (one of 
the most agricultural developed state in India) 
is converting into cancerous village 

In certain part of China, peoples are facing 
serious health problems due to surface and 
groundwater pollution. 

(Indian Express, Jan 29, 2013) 

(The Guardian, June 4, 2013) 



 All soft top soils when exposed to rains or streams are 
 subject to erosion.  

 
 Washed off soil, when carried away by runoff water will 
bring polluted material upon downstream and drainage. 
Therefore in addition to the maintenance of fertility soil 
conservation should also anticipate those problems. 

PURPOSES OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION 

 To ensure sustainable productivity of land through 
 conservation of water resources and prevention or 
 reduction of soil erosion, land slides and debris flow. 



Objectives of Soil Conservation: 
• Promotion of proper land use  
• Prevention of Soil erosion and restoration of the fertility of 
eroded land  
• Maintenance of soil fertility  
• Reduction of water runoff and regulation of water resources  
• Prevention of water and land pollution caused by carried off soil 
and debris  
• Enforcement of safe drainage and irrigation on slope land  
• Prevention of wind erosion. 

Soil Conservation ? 

Maintaining high productivity 
with minimum amount of soil 
lost.  



 
* Physical/ Mechanical Process 
  
*Terracing (Very Steep Slope)  
 
*Contouring 
 
*Strip Cropping Agriculture Practices 
 
*Crop Management Principles  

-Affecting Plant rate 
-Affecting Plant date 
-Improved Crop Species 
-Soil Management 

Methods of Soil Conservation 



 

Objectives of Water conservation 
 

 To improve availability of water for plant use.  
 

 For Irrigation which provide artificial supply of water for plant when rainfall is 
insufficient or not available. 

 
Hydropower generation: Construction of hydraulic structure (Dam) to generate 
high load of electricity 

Water Conservation ? 

It is efficient management (use) of water to 
reduce evaporation or waste and to make 
water available when and where needed for 
agricultural as well as domestic purposes.  



 Water Resources Development    
     * Collection and storage of surface water 
     * Recharge of ground water  
 

The above can be achieved by building  
(i)dams,  
(ii)Water harvest system 
(iii) Ponds  

 
Flood Control: Canals, Weirs, dams etc. 
 Moisture Conservation Practices  
          *Tillage Operation:  
          *Ridge (Improving infiltration and    

 reducing evaporation) 
         * Grass Barrier Mulching 

Methods of Water Conservation Practices 



Insufficient Data: i.e data related to 
     *Climate e.g. Rainfall, humidity, wind speed etc records  
     *Soil data –  
      *Water Use data:  
     *Stage and discharge record measurement.  
 Government  policy need to be focused towards conservation. 
 Farmers Literacy level Problem 
 Industrial pollution  
 

Problems of Soil and Water Conservation 



GEOMORPHOLOGICAL FACTORS AFFECTING SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION 

Topography 

Soil Characteristics 

Vegetation 

Human Behaviour 

Climate 
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Definitions 
• Weathering, erosion, mass-wasting, and depositional processes occur at 

or near the Earth’s surface and produce changes to the landscape that 
influence surface and subsurface topography and landform development. 

 

– Weathering is the physical disintegration or chemical alteration of 
rocks at or near the Earth’s surface. 

 

– Erosion is the physical removal and transportation of weathered 
material by water, wind, ice, or gravity.  

 

– Mass wasting is the transfer or movement of rock or soil down slope 
primarily by gravity. 

 

– Deposition is the process by which weathered and eroded materials 
are laid down or placed in a location that is different from their 
source.  

   

 
 



Types of Weathering  

I. Mechanical (physical) weathering is the physical disintegration and reduction 
in the size of the rocks without changing their chemical composition. 

Examples:  exfoliation, frost wedging, salt wedging, temperature changes, and 
abrasion 

 

II. Chemical weathering decomposes, dissolves, alters, or weakens the rock 
through chemical processes to form residual materials.  

Examples:  carbonation, hydration, hydrolosis, oxidation, and solution 

 

III. Biological weathering is the disintegration or decay of rocks and minerals 
caused by chemical or physical agents of organisms. 

Examples:  organic activity from lichen and algae, rock disintegration by plant or 
root growth, burrowing and tunneling organisms, and acid secretion 
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I. Mechanical Weathering  

Mechanical weathering is the physical disintegration and 
reduction in the size of the rocks without changing their chemical 
composition. 

 

– Exfoliation 

– Frost Wedging 

– Salt Wedging 

– Temperature Changes 

– Abrasion 

4 



Mechanical Weathering: Exfoliation 

• Exfoliation is a mechanical weathering process whereby pressure in a rock is 
released along parallel alignments near the surface of the bedrock and layers 
or slabs of the rock along these alignments break off from the bedrock and 
move downhill by gravity. 

• Exfoliation primarily occurs on intrusive igneous or metamorphosed rocks 
that are exposed at the Earth’s surface. 
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Mechanical Weathering: Frost Wedging  
• Frost wedging is a mechanical weathering process caused by the freeze-thaw 

action of water that is trapped between cracks in the rock. 

• When water freezes, it expands and applies pressure to the surrounding rock 

forcing the rock to accommodate the expansion of the ice.  

• This process gradually weakens, cracks, and breaks the rock through repetitive 

freeze-thaw weathering cycles. 
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Temperature Changes  
• Daily (diurnal) and seasonal temperature changes affect certain minerals and facilitates the 

mechanical weathering of bedrock. 

• Warmer temperatures may cause some minerals to expand, and cooler temperatures cause 

them to contract. 

• This gradual expansion and contraction of mineral grains weakens the rock causing it to break 

apart into smaller fragments or to fracture.  

• This process is more common in desert climates because they experience extreme fluctuations 

in daily temperature changes. 
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Mechanical Weathering: Salt Wedging  

• Salt wedging occurs when salts crystallize out of solution as water evaporates. As the salt 

crystals grow, they apply pressure to the surrounding rock weakening it, until it eventually 

cracks and breaks down, enabling the salt crystal to continue growing. 

• Salt wedging is most common in drier climates, such as deserts.   

Copyright © Michael Collier 8 



Mechanical Weathering: Abrasion  
• Abrasion occurs when rocks collide against 

each other while they are transported by 

water, glacial ice, wind, or gravitational force. 

• The constant collision or gravitational falling of 

the rocks causes them to slowly break apart 

into progressively smaller particles.  

• Flowing water is the primary medium of 

abrasion and it produces the ‘rounded’  shape 

of fluvial sediments. 

• During abrasion, rocks may also weather the 

bedrock surface they are coming into contact 

with as well as breaking into smaller particles 

and eventually individual grains. 

     Photo Source: SCGS 
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Types of Chemical Weathering 

Chemical weathering decomposes, dissolves, alters, or 
weakens the rock through chemical processes to form residual 
materials. 

 

• Carbonation 

• Hydrolysis 

• Hydration 

• Oxidation 

• Solution 

Copyright © Oklahoma University 

Stalactite and stalagmite joining together in  
Onondaga Cave State Park, Missouri.  
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Chemical Weathering: Carbonation 
• Carbonation is a process by which carbon dioxide and rainwater or moisture in the 

surrounding environment chemically react to produce carbonic acid, a weak acid, that reacts 
with carbonate minerals in the rock.  

• This process simultaneously weakens the rock and removes the chemically weathered 
materials.  

• Carbonation  primarily occurs in wet, moist climates and effects rocks both on and beneath 
the surface. 

• Carbonation occurs with limestone or dolomite rocks and usually produces very fine, clayey 
particles. 

 

 

 

 

 

Limestone weathered by  
carbonation processes  

Photo source: Wikipedia GNU Free Documentation License 11 



Chemical Weathering: Hydrolysis 
• Hydrolysis is a chemical reaction between H+ and OH- ions in water and the minerals in the rock. 

The H+ ions in the water react with the minerals to produce weak acids.  

• The reaction creates new compounds which tend to be softer and weaker than the original parent 
rock material. 

• Hydrolysis can also cause certain minerals to expand, which also facilitates mechanical weathering 
processes. 

• Hydrolysis commonly affects igneous rocks because they are composed of silicate minerals, such as 
quartz and feldspar, which readily combine with water. 

• Hydrolysis may also be accompanied by hydration and oxidation weathering processes. 

• The hydrolysis of feldspars produces kaolinite, which is a clay. 

 

Photo Source: Dr. Hugh Mills, Tennessee Technical University 

The weathering rinds shown on this sample of amphibolite 
illustrate the effects of hydrolysis weathering on deposited 
rock fragments. Geologists measure the ‘thickness’ of the 
weathering rinds on in-situ rock fragments to estimate the 

relative age of depositional landforms such as river terraces 
or alluvial fans. The thicker the weathering rinds, the older 

the landform.  
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Chemical Weathering: Hydration 
• Hydration is a process where mineral structure in the rock forms a weak bond with H20 which 

causes the mineral grains to expand, creating stress which causes the disintegration of the 
rock.  

• Hydration often produces a new mineral compound that is larger than the original 
compound. The increased size expanse the rock and can lead to decay. 

• Hydration can also lead to color changes in the weathered rock surface.  

• Once hydration begins, it accelerates other weathering processes and may also be 
accompanied by hydrolysis and oxidation. 

• An example of hydrolosis: Anhydrite (CaSO4) can absorb two water molecules to become 
gypsum (CaSO4·2H2O).    

• Hydration in granite transforms feldspar minerals to clay and accelerates the physical 
weathering of buried or exposed rocks.  

Copyright ©Bruce Molnia, USGS 

This boulder is surrounded by saprolitic soils formed 
by the weathered rock. Hydration processes cause 

the formation of clays and contribute to the reddish-
tan color of the saprolite.  
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Chemical Weathering: Oxidation 

• Oxidation occurs when oxygen and water react with iron-rich minerals and weaken the 
structure of the mineral. 

• During oxidation the minerals in the rock will change colors, taking on a ‘rusty’, reddish-
orange appearance.  

• Similar to other chemical weathering processes, oxidation accelerates rock decay, rendering 
it more vulnerable to other forms of weathering. 

Photo: SCGS 

The reddish-orange color of this sandstone is a result 
of oxidation processes weathering the rock.  
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Chemical Weathering: Solution 

• Solution occurs when minerals in rock dissolve directly into water.  

• Solution most commonly occurs on rocks containing carbonates such as limestone, but may 
also affect rocks with large amount of halite, or rock salt. 

• Solution of large areas of bedrock may cause sinkholes to form, where large areas of the 
ground subside or collapse forming a depression. 

Copyright © Larry Fellows, Arizona Geological Survey 

Subsurface dissolution of halite has  
caused overlying rocks to collapse  

and form crater-like features. 

Copyright © Bruce Molina, USGS 

This is an example of a limestone solution 
karst feature found in Florida's Everglades 

National Park.  
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Biological Weathering 

Biological weathering is the disintegration or decay of rocks and 
minerals caused by chemical or physical agents of organisms. 

 

• Organic activity from lichen and algae 

• Rock disintegration by plant growth 

• Burrowing and tunneling organisms 

• Secretion of acids 
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 Lichen, Algae, and Decaying Plants 
• Organisms such as lichen and algae often live on bare rock and extract minerals from the rock 

by ion-exchange mechanisms. 

• This bio-chemical weathering process leaches minerals from the rock causing it to weaken 
and breakdown. 

• The decaying of plant materials can also produce acidic compounds which dissolve the 
exposed rock. 

• The presence of organisms growing, expanding, or moving across the surface of the rock also 
exerts a small amount of abrasion and pressure that gradually cause the mechanical 
weathering of the rock as the organisms extract various minerals. 

 

 

 

 

Photo: SCGS 

This is an example of biological weathering 
that is caused by mosses and lichen 

growing on  
the face of a rock. 

17 



Plant Roots  

• The most common form of biological weathering is when plant roots penetrate into cracks 
and crevices of rocks and cause the rock to split or break into smaller particles through 
mechanical weathering. 

• Although, this process is gradual, it can be fairly effective at breaking apart rocks that may 
already have a pre-existing weaknesses such as fractures, faults, or joints. 

Copyright © Bruce Molnia, Terra Photographics 

This is an example of a tree that is 
growing between a crevasse in a rock. 

The tree is splitting the rock along 
parallel planes of alignment that are 

already weakened by foliation 
processes, a form of mechanical  

weathering. 
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Organism Activity 
• Burrowing, tunneling, and acid-secreting organisms are another form of biological 

weathering that chemically or mechanically contribute to weathering.  

• Some animals may burrow or tunnel into rocks or cracks in rocks and cause the rock to break 
down and disintegrate. Small animals, worms, termites, and other insects, often contribute 
to this form of biological weathering. 

• Some organisms, such as snails, barnacles, or limpets, attach themselves to rocks and secrete 
acid acids that chemically dissolve the rock surface.  

Photo: D. Kroessig 

The periwinkle snails on this rock are 
secreting acids that dissolve the rock. 
This picture is taken from a volcanic 

shoreline in Hawaii. 
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Differential Weathering 

 

 

 Weathering rates will not only vary depending on the type of weathering process, whether it 
is mechanical, chemical, or biological, but they will also vary depending on the rock material 
that is being weathered.  

 Some rocks are harder than other rocks, and will weather slower than softer rocks.  

 The differences in rates of weathering due to different types of rocks, textures, or other 
characteristics is referred to as differential weathering. 

 Differential weathering processes contribute to the unique formation of many landforms, 
including pedestals, waterfalls, and monadnocks. 

 Climate can also produce differential weathering responses for the same rock type. For 
example, limestone weathers more quickly in wet climates than dry climates.  

Peachtree Rock’s unique pyramidal shape is a result 
of differential weathering associated with the 

different sedimentary sandstone rock components. 
The top portion of the outcrop consists of hard, 

coarse-grained sandstone, while the lower part of 
the rock consist of a less cohesive, sandstone layer. 
The lower portion of the rock has weathered more 

quickly than the upper portion ultimately producing 
its unique pyramidal shape.  

20 
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Thank You 



SOIL EROSION: CAUSES & ITS TYPE 

Kumar, D.  
Assistant Professor, Department of Soil & water Conservation Engineering 

[PhD from Department of Civil Engineering, IIT Delhi] 

Lecture by 

TSW 350 [Introductory Soil & Water Conservation Engineering] 

1 

Online Lecture-2 



The threat of nuclear weapons and man's ability to 

destroy the environment are really alarming. And yet 

there are other almost imperceptible changes - I am 

thinking of the exhaustion of our natural resources, and 

especially of soil erosion - and these are perhaps more 

dangerous still, because once we begin to feel their 

repercussions it will be too late… 

The Dalai Lama's Little Book of Inner Peace: 2002 



About 120.7 Mha of land in India is degraded. 

70% is due to water erosion. 



Soil Erosion 

TERMS ASSOCIATED WITH SOIL EROSION  

Geological Erosion 

Accelerated  Erosion 

Caused by natural phenomenon 
Geological and climatic factors are responsible 

Caused by Over exploitation  of nature by humans 
       Example- deforestation, managemental error 



At some places it is 100 tonnes per hectare per year. 

Admissible loss of soil under normal conditions varies from 5 to 
10 tonnes per hectare per year. 

Facts about soil erosion in India 

In India accepted permissible limit of rate of soil loss is 7.5 

tonnes per hectare per year at 2% slope from agricultural lands. 

Current rate of soil loss in India is 20-30 tonnes per hectare per year. 



SOIL EROSION AGENTS 

Wind Water Gravity 

Water Form Glaciers 

Rainfall Runoff Reservoirs & Oceans 

Surface runoff Subsurface runoff 

Sheet or  
inter-rill 
erosion 

Rill Erosion Gully Erosion Stream Bank erosion 

Land Slides 

Landfall 

Debris 

(Splash  
Erosion) 

What about tillage erosion????? 









Rill Erosion 



Rill Erosion 



Gully Erosion 



Gully Erosion 



Gully Erosion 



Slope angle and length of slope effect the soil erosion 



THANKS 
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Erosion results when the power of water or wind applied 
exceeds the ability of the land to dissipate and absorb it. 
 
Power is applied by raindrop action, surface flows of 
water, or wind shear. 
 
Power (Erosivity) 
 
Dissipation is provided by vegetative cover, mulch and 
other durable materials at the soil surface. 
 
Resistance is the ability of soil to absorb applied power 
without disruption or removal. 

PHYSICS OF SOIL EROSION 



Erosive power is the capacity of an event (i.e. 
wind or rain storm) to cause erosion. 
 

 
The contributing factors are:  
 Rainfall duration, drop size, and intensity 
 Generation of runoff 
 Velocity of runoff 
 Wind velocity 
 Wind turbulence 



Mechanics of Erosion 

• Erosion is the wearing away of material by naturally 
occurring agents through the detachment and 
transport of soil materials from one location to 
another, usually at a lower elevation.  

 

• Natural agents are mostly responsible for this 
phenomenon but the extent to which erosion occurs 
can be considerably accelerated through human 
activities.  

 

• Water is the predominant agent of erosion on 
highway construction sites. 



Primary Activities in Soil Erosion 

• Detachment of Soil Particles 

 

• Transportation of Soil Particles 

 



RAINDROP 

Drop larger than 0.5 mm is called the raindrop. 



• Light Rain- Less than 2.5 mm/h 

 

• Moderate Rain- 2.5 mm/h-7.5 mm/h 

 

• Heavy Rain- Greater than 7.5 mm 
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Factors Affecting Erosion 

1. Climatic (rainfall and runoff) Factors 

2. Soil Factors 

3. Topographic Factors 

4. Vegetative Factors 
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Topography 
 
SLOPE GRADIENT  

SLOPE LENGTH 

Gradient is expressed as number of 

horizontal units per unit vertical such as 3 

to 1 or 4 to 1 or in percentage as 33 

percent or 25 percent. 
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Slope Gradient 
 

 

• 4 to 1 or 4:1 means that four feet of 

horizontal length are required for each 

foot of vertical change in elevation 

 

  1’ 

 

     4’ 
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Soil Factors 

• Fine sandy & silty soils are more 

erodible than clay type soil & those 

with higher percentage of organic 

matter.  
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Vegetative Factors 

• Absorbs raindrop impact 

• Reduces detachment 

• Roots hold soil in place 

• Slows water flow 

• Adds organic material to the soil   

• Reduces runoff 

• Increases infiltration 
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Impacts of Erosion and Sedimentation 

1. Loss of soil productivity 

2. Adverse effects on other water 

    resource facilities 

3. Loss of reservoir storage capacity 

4. Flood impacts 

5. Recreational impacts  

6. Deterioration of water quality  
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SOIL EROSION AGENTS 

Wind Water Gravity 

Water Form Glaciers 

Rainfall Runoff Reservoirs & Oceans 

Surface runoff Subsurface runoff 

Sheet or  
inter-rill 
erosion 

Rill Erosion Gully Erosion Stream Bank erosion 

Land Slides 

Landfall 

Debris 

(Splash  
Erosion) 



Sheet or inter-rill erosion 

  Fertile top soil is removed in uniform layers  (sheets) under the   
    action of overland flow. 

 
 Raindrops detach very thin layers of soil particles which then   
     carried through inter-rill by a very thin layer of the overland   
     flow. 

 
 





Rill Erosion 

 Prolonged occurrence of soil erosion through inter-rill erosion 
 leads to widening of inter-rill and formation of small 
 channels called rills. 

 
 Rills carry both overland flow from inter-rill and direct flow. 

 
Rills can be destroyed by tillage operations. 



Rill Erosion 



Gully Erosion 
 When rills get larger in size and shape 
due to prolonged occurrence of flow, 
then gully forms. 

 
It can’t be removed by tillage 
operation. 

 
Large gullies and their networks are 

called ravines.  
 

More than 25 lakhs hectare of land has 
been severely affected by gully erosion. 

 



STAGE I: Formation Stage: Scouring of top soil in the direction of 
general slope occurs as the runoff water concentrates. 
 
STAGE II: Development Stage: Causes upstream movement of the 
gully head and enlargement of the gully in width and depth. 
 
STAGE III: Healing Stage: Vegetation starts growing in the gully. 
 
STAGE IV: Stabilization Stage: Gully reaches a stable gradient, gully 
walls attain a stable slope and sufficient vegetation cover develops 
over the gully surface. 

Development of Gully : Four Stages 











Stream Channel Erosion 

 It is prevalent in drainage channel. 
 

 The removal and transportation of soil, occurs 
 in three stages: 

(i) Suspension- (Suspended load is also called washload.) 

(ii) Saltation 

(iii) Surface creep 

  The sediment that moves in almost continuous contact with the bed of the 

stream is called the bed load or surface creep. 
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Factors Affecting Erosion 

1. Climatic (rainfall and runoff) Factors 

2. Soil Factors 

3. Topographic Factors 

4. Vegetative Factors 



Gully Erosion

TSW-350



Gully Erosion

➔ Gully erosion produces channels 
larger than rills. As the volume of 
concentrated water increases and 
attains more velocity on slopes, it 
enlarges the rills into gullies. 

➔ A gully may be defined as an erosion 
path that has a depth exceeding 0.3 
metres (m) and has active erosion at 
the head or along the walls. 







The distinction 
between ravine, gully 
and rills is that of size. 
A gully is too large to 
be filled by normal 
tillage practices. A 
ravine is a deep narrow 
gorge. It is larger than 
a gully and is usually 
worn down by running 
water.

Chambal ravines



Development of Gullies
➔ Formation Stage: Scouring of top soil in the direction of 

general slope occurs as the runoff water concentrates. 
➔ Development Stage: Causes upstream movement of the gully 

head and enlargement of the gully in width and depth. 
➔ Healing Stage: Vegetation starts growing in the gully.
➔ Stabilization Stage: Gully reaches a stable gradient, gully 

walls attain a stable slope and sufficient vegetation cover 
develops over the gully surface.



Classification of Gullies

Classification Depth (m) Drainage 
area (ha)

Small < 1 < 2

Medium 1 to 5 2 to 20

Large > 5 > 20

(A) Based on Size (depth and drainage area)



(B) Based on Shape
➔ U-Shaped: These are formed where both the topsoil and 

subsoil have the same resistance against erosion. Because the 
subsoil is eroded as easily as the topsoil, nearly vertical walls 
are developed on each side of the gully.

➔ V-Shaped: These gullies develop where the subsoil has more 
resistance than topsoil against erosion. This is the most 
common form of gully.

➔ Trapezoidal: In this  the bottom of gully, the subsoil layer has 
much more resistance to get eroded and thus the development 
of further depth of gully is restricted.





Based on the Formation of Branches or Continuation
➔ Continuous Gullies: These gullies consist of many branches. 

A continuous gully has a main gully channel and many mature 
or immature branch gullies. A multiple-gully system may be 
composed of several gully networks.

➔ Discontinuous Gullies: These may develop on hillsides after 
landslides. They are also called independent gullies. 
Independent gullies may be scattered between the branches of a 
continuous gully, or they may occupy a whole area without 
there being any continuous gullies.



Principles of Gully Control

➔ Improvement of gully catchments to reduce and regulate the 
runoff rates (peak flows).

➔ Diversion of surface water above the gully area.
➔ Stabilization of gullies by structural measures and 

accompanying re-vegetation.



Factors affecting gully formation

The factors affecting gully formation can be categorized into two 
groups, man-made factors, and physical factors.

Man-made factors

➔ Improper land use
➔ Forest and grass fires
➔ Overgrazing
➔ Mining
➔ Road construction
➔ Livestock and vehicle trails
➔ Destructive logging



Physical factors

➔ Precipitation

➔ Topography

➔ Soil properties

➔ The infiltration rate increases from clay to sand (for loamy sand 

2.5-5 cm/hour), but resistance against erosion decreases.

➔ Vegetative cover

 



Gully Control Measures

➔ Retention of Runoff on the Drainage Area: It is possible 
through good crop management and applicable conservation 
practices such as contouring, strip cropping, bunding, terracing 
etc. Where contour bunds are used, runoff is greatly reduced. On 
cultivated areas, small and medium sized gullies can also be 
reclaimed by placing a series of earthfills across the gully.



➔ Diversion of Runoff Around the Gullied Area: The 
most effective control of gullies is by complete elimination of 
runoff from the gullied area. This can be obtained by 
diverting

➔  runoff from the gully, causing it to flow at a non- 
erosive velocity to a suitable outlet.

➔ Terraces and diversion ditches are generally used 
for diverting runoff from its natural outlet. Terraces 
are very effective in the control of small gullies on 
cultivated fields or even medium size shallow 
gullies. 



➔ If the slope above a gully is too steep for terracing, 
or if the drainage area is pasture or woodland, 
diversion ditches may be used to keep the runoff out 
of the gully.



Fig: The stepping wood wall placed 
in the gully 



Source: https://icharity.in/



➔ Conveyance of Runoff through the Gully: If it is not possible to 
either retain or divert the runoff, then runoff must be conveyed 
through the gully itself. This is possible only if vegetation can be 
established in the gullies, or if soil conservation structures are 
built at critical points to give primary control.



Fig: Gully Control by Diversion ditch

Diversion ditches are 
constructed along the contour 
lines and across slopes for the 
purpose to intercept surface 
runoff and divert it to suitable 
outlets.



Classification of Gully Control Measures or Structures
Biological or Vegetative Measures

➔ Erosion resisting crops

➔ Changing Gully into Grassed Waterway

➔ Plantation of Trees, Shrubs 



Engineering Measures (Temporary and Permanent)

Temporary Gully Control Structures (TGCS)

TGCS have a life span of 3 to 8 years and they are pretty effective 
where the amount of runoff is not too large. 

➔ ·        Woven wire check dams
➔ ·         Brush dams
➔ ·         Loose rock dams
➔ ·         Log check dams
➔ ·         Boulder check dams





Permanent Gully Control Structures (PGCS)

If the erosion control programmer requires bigger structure, then 
PGCS are used. They include:

·         Drop spillway

·         Drop-inlet spillway

·         Chute spillway

·         Permanent earthen check dams
 



Drop spillway



Chute Spillway
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Soil loss tolerance 
This is defined as the maximum rate of soil erosion that will 

economically and indefinitely sustain crop productivity. The extent of 

erosion problem in any area depends on whether this limit is exceeded 

naturally.  

 

SOIL EROSION ESTIMATION BY USLE  

HISTORY: Hugh Hammond Bennett (Helms, 2008), got recognition as the ‘father of soil 

conservation’ started 10 experimental erosion measuring stations and ultimately resulted in 

over 10,000 plot-years of data, collected over seven decades. The filed soil loss estimation 

equations development began in 1940 in USA. Zing (1940) proposed a relationship of soil 

loss to slope length raised to a power. The most widely used and supported soil 

conservation tool is “Universal Soil Loss Equation, 

USLE”. USLE is an empirical equation derived from 

more than 10,000 plot-years of data collected on 

natural runoff plots and an estimated equivalent of 

2,000 plot-years of data from  rainfall simulators. 

 Most of the plots involved the familiar 

dimensions 6.0 ft (1.8 m) wide by 72.6 ft (22.1 m) 

long, or a plot 35 ft (10.7 m) long used for some 

rainfall simulator studies. These plots simplified the 

computing of runoff and erosion on a per unit area 

basis (0.01 acre for the 6 × 72.6 ft or nominally 40 

m2 for the 1.8 × 22.1 m). In 1954, the National 

Runoff and Soil Loss Data Center was established by 

the US Department of Agriculture – Agricultural 

Research Service (USDA-ARS) at Purdue University 

in West Lafayette, Indiana.  The Center, under the 

direction of W.H. Wischmeier, was responsible for 

summarizing and analysing the more than 10,000 

plot-years of soil erosion and runoff data mentioned above, which resulted in the USLE 

(Wischmeier & Smith, 1965, 1978). 

 The Universal Soil Loss Equation (USLE) is empirically developed to predicts the 

long term average annual rate of erosion on a field with negligible curvature and no 

deposition and represents soil loss averaged over time and total area. By this approach soil 

erosion depends on:  

• Rainfall Pattern 

• Soil Type 

• Topography 

• Crop System 

• Management Practices 

 

 The USLE can be used to compare soil losses from a particular field with a specific crop and 

management system to "tolerable soil loss" rates. 

 

Table:1 Distribution of various erosion classes in India (Source: K Subramanya, 2016) 

Range (Tones/ha/year) Erosion Class Area (km2) 

0-5 Slight 801,350 

5-10 Moderate 1,405,640 

10-20 High 805,030 

20-40 Very high 160,050 

40-80 Severe 83,300 

>80 Very severe 31,895 

UNIT PLOT: The fundamental 

concept in establishing factor values 

in the USLE was the Unit Plot. This 

conceptual plot was composed of a 

land parcel 72.6 feet (22.1 m) in 

length with a 9% slope, maintained 

in a continuous, regularly tilled 

fallow condition with up-and-down 

hill tillage, thereby representing a 

condition very near the worst-case 

management. Such a plot was used 

as a base condition to which all 

other topographic, cropping, 

management and conservation 

practices were compared. 
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 Alternative management and crop systems may also be evaluated to determine the adequacy 

of conservation measures in farm planning. 

 

USLE PARAMETERS 
USLE predicts only the amount of soil loss that results from sheet or rill erosion on a single 

slope and does not account for additional soil losses that might occur from gully, wind or 

tillage erosion. USLE can be represented as  (Wischmeier & Smith, 1978). 

  
                                                     A = R* K *L *S *C *P 
A = gross amount of soil erosion (t ha-1 yr-1); it represents the potential long term average 

annual soil loss in tons per hectare per year.  

R = rainfall factor related to rainfall-runoff erosion given in MJ.mm.ha-1h-1,  

K = soil erodibility factor related to soil erosion (t.ha.h.MJ-1 mm-1ha-1), 

L = slope length factor (dimensionless),  

S = slope steepness factor (dimensionless), 

C = factor related to cover management (dimensionless);  

P = conservation practice factor (dimensionless). 

 
Each factor is the numerical estimate of a specific condition that affects the severity of soil 

erosion at a particular location. Units selected for K and for the period selected for R , in 

common practice these are usually selected such that they compute A, soil loss in tons per ha 

per year.    

 

The erosion values reflected by these factors can vary considerably due to varying weather 

conditions. Therefore, the values obtained from the USLE more accurately represent long-

term averages. 

 
 The study period can be a week, month, season or year and this I30 values are different 

for different areas. The storm EI30 values for that length of period is summed up. Annual EI30 

values are usually computed from the data available at various meteorological stations and 

lines connecting the equal EI30 values (known as Iso-erodent lines) are drawn for the region 

covered by the data stations for ready use in USLE. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF DIFFERENT PARAMETERS OF USLE 
 

Rainfall ErosivityFactor (R) 

 
The erosivity factor to account for the erosive power of rainfall is related to the amount and 

intensity of rainfall over the year (erosivity index unit).The greater the intensity and duration 

of the rain storm, the higher the erosion potential. From studies it was found that the extent of 

soil loss from a barren field is directly proportional to the product of two rainfall 

characteristics  

• Kinetic energy of the rainfall/storm;  

• Its 30-minute maximum intensity. 

The product of kinetic energy and 30-minute maximum rainfall intensity is termed as EI or 

rainfall erosivity index and given as: 
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in which, E is the kinetic energy. of rain event; I30 is the rainfall intensity for maximum 30 

minutes duration and n is the total number of rain events during a year. 

 

 

Soil Erodibility Factor (K)  

 
The erodibility is a complex property of soil. As a common view, it refers to the ease by 

which a soil gets detach by raindrop splash during rainstorm, and/or by surface runoff from 

the soil surface. Thus K is a measure of how susceptible the soil is to soil erosion by rainfall 

and runoff. K of a soil depends on soil texture, structure, organic matter and permeability. 

 The soil erodibility factor (K) is expressed as tonnes of soil loss per hectare per unit 

rainfall erosivity index from a field of 9 percent slope and 22 meters as field length. The 

erodibility factor (K) is determined by considering the soil loss from continuous cultivated 

fallow land without the influence of crop cover or management. K value for some places of 

India based on runoff plot studies are given as (Singh et al 1981) 

 

Table:2 Soil Erodibility value for different locations in India 

 

Sl No Place Soil K value 

1 Dehradun Silt Loam 0.15 

2 Kharaghpur Sandy loam 0.08 

3 Agra Loamy Soil 0.07 

4 Kota Clay loam 0.11 

5 Ootackmund Laterite 0.04 

 

 

 

Topographic Factor (LS) 

 

 

The combination of slope length factor (L) and slope steepness factor (S) is called 

topographic factor (LS).  LS is the slope length factor. The topographic factor is used to 

account for the length and steepness of the slope. The capability of runoff/overland flow to 

detach and transport the soil materials gets increase rapidly with increase in flow velocity. 

On steep ground surface the runoff gets increase because of increase in runoff rate. The 

longer the slope, the greater is the volume of surface runoff and the steeper the slope, the 

greater is its velocity.  Length and steepness of slope factors are combined together, is 

termed by a specific name topographic factor, which is defined as the ratio of soil loss 

from a field having specific steepness and length of slope (i.e. 9 percent slope and length 

22 m) to the soil loss from a continuous fallow land. The value of topographic factor (LS) 

can be calculated by using the following formula, given by Smith and Wishchmeir  
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where, λ is the slope length (m), θ is the slope angle and m is exponent variable, depends 

on the steepness of land slope (m is a exponent varying from 0.2 to 0.5) 

 

Fig: Graphical presentation of Topographic factor 

Crop Management Factor (C) 

The crop management factor (C) may be defined as the ratio of soil loss from a land under 

specific crop to the soil loss from a continuous fallow land, provided that the soil type, slope 

and rainfall conditions are identical. The crop and cropping practices affect the soil erosion in 

several ways by their various features, such as the kind of crop, quality of cover, root growth, 

water use by growing plants etc. Since, these features differ significantly within the period 

from planting to the crop harvesting, therefore, the soil loss also gets affected. Thus  the 

weighted C is computed, based on the values of C for different stages of vegetation growth. 

Numerically, the value of C varies from 0.003 to 1.0, in which the maximum value 1.0 is for 

the case of continuous fallow land; and minimum 0.003 is for excellent grass cover condition. 

The factor-C is thus the function of crop growth stages and the amount of residues lying on 

the soil surface. 
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Support Practice Factor (P) 

P is the support practice factor. It reflects the effects of practices that will reduce the amount 

and rate of the runoff and thus reduce the amount of erosion. The P factor represents the ratio 

of soil loss by a support practice to that of straight-row farming up and down the slope. The 

most commonly used supporting cropland practices are cross slope cultivation, contour 

farming and strip-cropping. Ideally in an area with full support practice condition, P would be 

zero meaning there is no sediment loss; whereas in an area without any support practice P = 

1.0 indicating maximum possible sediment loss in absence of any soil conservation 

practice. As an example, the soil loss from contouring ranges about one half of the total soil 

loss occurring from up and down hill farming system. In strip cropping, the meadow strips 

alternate with grain strips tend to slow down the surface flow, and thereby there is catching of 

eroded soil from cultivated strips. Similarly, the terraces in hilly areas intercept the surface 

flow down the slope before attaining erosive velocity to damage the land. From field 

investigations, it has been found that when strip cropping is practiced with the terracing 

system, then it becomes more effective to control erosion and soil loss.  
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STUDY AND USE OF SURVEYING AND LEVELING INSTRUMENTS 

Surveying is defines as the art of determining the relative positions of various 

points above, on or below the surface of the earth. 

The ultimate object of survey is to prepare a map or plant using the data obtained 

through the survey.  The collection of data by linear and angular measurements and 

elevation difference is called the field work.  The processing of data plotting and 

computation of area and volume are called office work. 

Use of agricultural survey 

Surveying is primarily divided into two types.  

(1) Plane surveying  

(2) Geodetic surveying 

Agricultural surveying is the simplest form of plane surveying.  With the use of 

survey, the boundaries of fields can be correctly located and area can be accurately 

computed.  Land leveling and grading may be perfectly done if the differences in 

elevations are known.  Alignments of canals for irrigation and drainage can be effectively 

done by proper surveying.  Surveying plays a vital role in soil conservation measures like 

contour bunding, graded bunding, bench terracing construction of farm ponds and 

percolation ponds etc.  In addition to this, surveying plays a key role in laying 

underground pipe line system, alignment of irrigation channels, drainage systems, farm 

roads and farm stead construction etc. 

For linear and angular measurements in the plains, chain, compass and plane table 

surveys are used with necessary instruments.  To determine the difference in elevation a 

dumpy level is used.  The details of instruments used in each survey are given below: 

1. Chain survey 

  1. Chain and Tape 

 2. Cross Staff 

 3. Ranging rods 

 4. Offset Rods 

 5. Arrows 



SWC 211 Soil and Water Conservation Engineering   

  Department of Soil & Water Conservation Engineering 

2. Compass Survey 

 1. Prismatic Compass 

 2. Chain 

 3. Ranging Rods 

 4. Offset Rods 

3. Plane Table Survey 

 1. Plane Table with Tripod Stand 

 2. Alidade 

 3. Trough Compass 

 4. ‘U’ frame with plumb bob 

 5. Spirit Level 

 6. Chain 

 7. Ranging Rods 

4. Leveling 

 1. Dumpy Level 

 2. Tripod Stand 

 3. Telescopic Metric Staff 
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CHAIN AND CROSS STAFF SURVEY 

Aim: 

 To locate the boundaries of a given field and also to determine the area. 

Instruments required: 

 Chain, Cross staff, Arrows, Ranging rods and Offset rods 

Procedure: 

In order to calculate the area of any irregular shaped field, it is necessary to divide 

that area into number of right angled triangles and trapezoids. 

Corners along the boundary of the field should be first identified and named as A, 

B, C, D, E, F, G etc. in clockwise direction.  Any two stations located in opposite sides 

should be selected in such a way that distance between them is the longest of other 

stations and almost equal numbers of corners/ stations are located on both sides.  

Chaining should be started along the base line and offset distance to the corners on both 

sides to be measured simultaneously after ranging, as already explained.  All the details 

should be entered in the field book. 

Care should be taken that no offset is overlooked before the chain is moved 

forward.  To check the accuracy of the field work boundary line between any two corners 

should be measured directly and compared.  After the field work is over the survey data 

may be plotted to a suitable scale on a drawing paper. 

The area enclosed by the boundary lines is divided into a number of triangles and 

trapezoids as shown in figure.  The area of each segment is computed and written in 

tabular form as given below. 
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DETAILS OF MEASUREMENTS AND AREA COMPUTATION 

S. No. 
 
 

(1) 

Figure 
 
 

(2) 

Chain 
distance  

(m) 
(3)  

Base 
length 

(m) 
(4) 

Offset  
(m) 

 
(5) 

Mean 
offset  
(m) 
(6) 

Area  
(m2) 

(4) x (6) 
(7) 

1. ∆DHC 0 – 18 18 2, 26 13 234 
2. ∆HCJB 18 – 52 34 26, 28 27 918 
3. ∆JBAL 52 – 77 35 28, 22 25 875 
4. ∆LAG 77 – 90 13 22, 0 11 143 
5. ∆FKG 90 – 61 29 0, 22 11 319 
6. ∆FKIE 61 – 35 26 22, 16 19 494 
7. ∆EID 35 – 0 35 16, 0 8 280 
    Total area 3263 

 

 

DETAILS OF MEASUREMENTS AND AREA COMPUTATION 

S. No. 
 
 

(1) 

Figure 
 
 

(2) 

Chain 
distance  

(m) 
(3)  

Base 
length 

(m) 
(4) 

Offset  
(m) 

 
(5) 

Mean 
offset  
(m) 
(6) 

Area  
(m2) 

(4) x (6) 
(7) 

1.       

2.       

3.       

4.       

5.       

6.       

7.       

8.       

9.       

10.       

    Total area  
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COMPASS SURVEY 
RADIATION AND INTERSECTION METHOD 

Aim: 

To determine the area of the given field by radiation and intersection method 

using a prismatic compass. 

Instruments required: 

 Prismatic Compass, Chain, Arrows, and Ranging rods  

Procedure: 

 After conducting the reconnaissance survey, the surveyor should fix up the 

positions of all the station, around the given field as usual.  The survey may be conducted 

under the following methods. 

(1) Radiation method 

(2) Intersection method  

 

RADIATION METHOD 
(a) Field work 

In this method, the approximate centre of the field is located and the compass is 

exactly centered over that stations, say ‘O’ by dropping a small pebble to fall from the 

centre of the compass and hit the peg.  Then make the compass needle horizontal by 

adjusting the ball and socket joint. 

After centering and leveling of the compass, raise the sighting vane and prism of 

compass.  The compass box is rotated until the ranging rod at first station ‘A’ hairline of 

object vane and slit of the sighting vane are in the same line.  Then take the reading 

accurately and note down the bearing of line OA. 

In the similar way take bearing of lines OB, OC, OD and OE by rotating the 

compass box in the respective directions.   The readings will indicate the angles with 

which the line, OA, OB, OC, OD and OE makes with the north line.  Then with the help 

of chain, measure the distances OA, OB, OC, OD and OE on ground, after proper 

ranging. 

 

(b) Plotting 
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 By knowing the observed bearings and distances to all the stations from the centre 

‘O’ the plan of the plot can be easily drawn by adopting a suitable scale.  Join the station 

points A, B, C, D, E which will indicate the plan of the plot.  The area enclosed by the 

plot may be calculated by splitting the plan into number of triangles. 

Result 

 Area of given field by Radiation method =  
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INTERSECTION METHOD 
(a) Field Work 

This method poses a simple change from the previous method.  In this method 

mark two points (P & Q) at a distance of 10 to 15 m in such a way that all the station 

points around the boundary of the plot can be seen clearly (either inside the area or 

outside). 

Set the compass over the station point ‘P’ and complete the temporary 

adjustments.  Observe bearings to all the station points, (A, B, C, D & E) in clockwise 

direction.  Take also the fore bearing of the line ‘PQ’.  Shift the compass to the other 

station ‘Q’ and complete the temporary adjustments and observed the back bearing of the 

line ‘QP’.  Rotate the compass box to all other station points, (A, B, C, D & E) and note 

down all the bearings clearly.  Also measure the base line distance (PQ).  In this method 

there is no necessity of measuring the internal distances. 

(b) Plotting 

 With observed data, plot the observed bearings taken at P and project the 

corresponding rays.  Set the distance PQ and get point ‘Q’ by taking a suitable scale.  

Then draw rays from station ‘Q’ to all the station points.  The intersection of ray pa and 

qa will give the location of station ‘A’.  Similarly locate other stations B, C, D & E.  For 

a check, measure the distance AB, of one side, and compare them with the plotted 

lengths.  Then field can be divided into number of triangles and the area can be 

calculated, summering up all the areas we will get the total area of the field. 

Result: 

 Area of the given field by intersection method =  
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PLANE TABLE SURVEY 

General: 

 In case of plane table survey, the measurements of survey lines of the traverse and 

their plotting to a suitable scale are done simultaneously on the field.  Following are the 

cases in which the plane table survey is found to be useful: 

(1) Compass survey cannot be carried out with success in industrial areas of the town.  

Plane table survey will be the best alternative in such cases. 

(2) For preparing plans on a small scale, plane table survey proves to be speedy, easy 

and accurate. 

(3) The city or town has expanded within two or three decades and it is required to 

plot the developed area on the previously plotted plan of the existing area. 

Instruments required: 

Alidade, Drawing board, Plumbing fork, Spirit level and Trough compass 

Temporary adjustments of plane table: 

 Following three distinct operations at each survey station are carried out for the 

temporary adjustments of a plane table. 

(1) Centering 

(2) Leveling 

(3) Orientation  

(1) Centering 

 The legs of tripod are well spread out to get the convenient height for working on 

the board.  Then, the operation of centering is carried out by means of plumbing fork or 

U-frame and plumb bob.  This process ascertains the fact that the point on paper 

represents the station point on ground.  The pointed end of the plumbing fork is kept on 

point on paper and at the other end, a plumb bob is fixed.  The table or board is shifted 

bodily till the plumb bob hangs exactly over the peg of the station. 

(2) Leveling 

 The process of leveling is carried out with the help of spirit level and it consists of 

making the table level either by ordinary tilting the board or by ball and socket 

arrangement or by adjusting the legs of tripod. 

(3) Orientation 
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  The process by which the position occupied by the board at various survey 

stations are kept parallel is known as the orientation.  Thus, when a plane table is 

properly oriented, the lines on the board are parallel to the lined on ground which they 

represent.  The methods of orientation are: 

(i) Orientation by magnetic needle: In this method, the magnetic north is drawn 

on paper at a particular station.  At the next station, the trough compass is 

placed along the line of magnetic north and then the table is turned in such a 

way that the ends of magnetic needle are opposite to the zeros of the scale.  

The board is then fixed in position by clamps.  This method is inaccurate in 

the sense that the results are likely to be affected by the local attraction. 

(ii) Orientation by back sighting: In this method, the orientation is carried out by 

the back sighting of a particular line.  Suppose a line is drawn from station A 

on paper representing line AB on ground.  The table is centered and leveled at 

station B and then the alidade is placed along the line ba.  The table is turned 

till the line of sight bisects the ranging rod at A.  The board is then clamped in 

this position.  This method is better than the previous one and it gives perfect 

orientation. 

Methods of plane table survey: 

Following are the four methods by which an object might be located on paper by 

plane table: 

(1) Radiation 

(2) Intersection 

(3) Traversing 

(4) Resection 
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RADIATION 
 This is the simplest method and it is useful only when the whole traverse can be 

commanded from a single station.  The procedure is as follows: 

(i) Select a point P so that all the corners of the traverse ABCD are seen. 

(ii) Carry out the usual temporary adjustments of centering and leveling.  Mark 

the north line on paper. 

(iii) Put the alidade on point P and dram a line of sight for station A. 

(iv) Measure the distance PA on ground and put this length to a suitable scale on 

paper which will give point a. 

(v) Similarly, obtain points b, c and d on paper by drawing lines of sight for 

stations B, C and D and measuring the distances PB, PC and PD on ground 

respectively. 

(vi) Join points a, b, c and d on paper, as shown in figure. 

(vii) For checking the accuracy of work, measure the distances AB, BC, CD and 

DA on ground and compare them with the lengths ab, bc, cd and da 

respectively on paper. 
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INTERSECTION  

This method is useful where it is not possible to measure the distances on ground 

as in case of a mountainous country.  Hence, this method is employed for locating 

inaccessible points, the broken boundaries, rivers, fixing survey stations, etc.  The 

procedure is as follows: 

(i) Select two stations P and Q so that the points to be located on paper are easily 

seen from them. 

(ii) Plot the line pq, which is known as the base line, on paper.  This can be done 

in one of the two ways: 

a. The table can be centered and leveled at station P and then after orienting 

at station Q, the distance PQ can be accurately measured and put up to 

some scale on the paper. 

b. The line pq can be drawn to some scale on the paper and then the board 

can be adjusted from station P by back sighting at station Q. 

(iii) From station P, draw rays for stations A, B, etc.  

(iv) Shift the table to station Q and after proper orientation, take rays of stations A, 

B etc., 

(v) The intersection of rays from stations P and Q will give points a, b etc. on 

paper, as shown in figure. 

(vi) For checking the accuracy of work, measure the distance AB on ground and 

compare it with its corresponding length ab on paper. 
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DUMPY LEVEL  
HEIGHT OF COLLIMATION AND RISE & FALL METHOD 

Aim: 

 To determine to difference in elevation between the given points adopting height 

of collimation (HC) and rise & fall method. 

Instruments required: 

 Dumpy Level with stand, Telescopic Metric Staff 

 

HEIGHT OF COLLIMATION 
Procedure: 

 Compound leveling in also called as differential or fly leveling.  This leveling is 

resorted under the following circumstances. 

1. When the two stations are quite apart beyond the reach of telescope. 

2. Difference in elevation is too great. 

3. There is an obstacle between the two stations. 

Under the above circumstances, a number of settings of the instrument are 

required.  We have to start the levels from one station and carry out upto the end station 

continuously.  Hence we have to conveniently install some change points. 

After setting the instruments, the first reading we have to take it on a station of 

known elevation, called as Bench Mark and the sight is known as ‘Back Sight’.  The 

reading taken on the staff held at last point whose elevation is to be determined, just 

before shifting the instrument is called ‘Fore Sight’.  Normally the back sight distance 

and fore sight distance should be approximately equal to eliminate instrumental errors. 

The sights that are taken on the intermediate stations are called ‘Intermediate 

Sights’ normally.  Changed point is a point where we take two readings one fore sight, 

from the previous station and one back sight from the successive station. 

Suppose we want to determine the difference in elevation between P & Q stations 

which are quite apart, we have to select number of change points as required.  As shown 

in figure first set the instrument at O1, and take a back sight on station P1 of known 

elevation.  Then keep the staff at CP1 and take a foresight.  Then shift the instrument to 

station O1 and set it.  Then take a back sight to CP2.  Similar way repeat the procedure till 
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the station Q is touched.  If any intermediate sights are needed that also can be taken.  

Then the reduced levels can be worked out systematically tabulating the reading.  There 

is a separate field book available for working out reduced levels (RL).  The RL can be 

computed in two ways (1) Height of Collimation (2) Rise and Fall method.  The HC 

method is a very simple method, less tedious method quicker than rise and fall method.  It 

can be used when there are no inter sights. 

Back sight 
(1) 

Inter sight 
(2) 

Fore sight 
(3) 

HC 
(4) 

RL 
(5) 

Remarks 
(6) 

0.500   100.500 100.00 Bench mark, P 

0.750  0.890 100.450 99.700 CP1 

0.650  1.250 99.850 99.200 CP1 

  1.300  98.550 Station Q 

1.900  3.350  1.450  

Arithmetical check: 

∑ Back - ∑ Fore = Difference between point first RL and last RL 

Result: 

 The difference in elevation between stations P & Q, 

  100.000 – 98.550 = 1.450 m 

Back sight 

(1) 

Inter sight 

(2) 

Fore sight 

(3) 

HC 

(4) 

RL 

(5) 

Remarks 

(6) 
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RISE AND FALL METHOD 
 The following table shows a page of level book for rise and fall method.  There 

are seven columns.  The first three columns are exactly same as in the previous table.  

Instead of columns HC there are two columns marked rise and fall respectively.  The last 

two columns are also identical with previous table. 

Back sight 
(1) 

Inter sight 
(2) 

Fore sight 
(3) 

Rise 
(4) 

Fall 
(5) 

RL 
(6) 

Remarks 
(7) 

2.150     100.000 Back bearing 
on P 

1.64  1.650 0.500  100.500 CP1 

 2.345   0.700 99.800 Inter 

  1.965 0.380  100.180 CP2 

1.425  1.825  0.400 99.780 Station 

5.220  5.440 0.880 1.100 0.220  

 

Arithmetic check 

 The calculations is based on the principle that two consecutive readings from 

same instrument station give the difference of levels, which may be rise from the 

proceedings station or fall.  The RL of the various stations are computed by adding rise to 

the preceding station or by subtracting the fall.  The major advantage of this system is it 

gives a visual picture of topography.  The RL of intermediate station is also checked 

under this method, and this method is recommended for a long run of differential leveling 

for important and accurate works. 

 

∑ Back sight - ∑ Fore sight = ∑ Rise - ∑ Fall = Last RL – First RL 

Result: 

 The difference in elevation between the given station =  
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Back sight 

(1) 

Inter sight 

(2) 

Fore sight 

(3) 

Rise 

(4) 

Fall 

(5) 

RL 

(6) 

Remarks 

(7) 
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COMPUTATION OF AREA AND VOLUME 

Aim: 

 One of the main objectives of the surveying is to compute the areas and volumes.  

Generally, the lands will be of irregular shaped polygons.  There are formulae readily 

available for regular polygons like, triangle, rectangle, square and other polygons.  But 

for determining the areas of irregular polygons, different methods are used. 

They are: 

(1) Graphical method 

(2) Co-ordinate method 

(3) Planimeter 

Out of these three methods, the co-ordinate method is popularly used, in land 

surveying for computing catchment area, drainage area, cross section of rivers, channels 

etc.  Under this method the given area is split into two with a base line run at the centre.  

There are two important rules available. 

1. Trapezoidal Rule 

 In this method, boundaries between the ends of ordinates are assumed to be 

straight.  Thus the area enclosed between these line and the irregular boundary lines are 

considered as trapezoids. 

( )[ ]1n432n1 O...OOO2OO
2
dA −++++++=  

A = distance between ordinate/ 2*[{first ordinate + last ordinate} + 2{sum of other ordinates) 

 

 

2. Simpson’s Rule: 

( ) ( )[ ]...OO2...OO4OO
3
dA 5342n1 +++++++=  

( ) ( )
( ) 








+

++
=

ordinatesoddofSum2
ordinatesevenofSum4ordinateLastordinateFirst

3
)d(cetandisCommon

A  

 

 

Limitations: 
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 The rule is applicable only when the number of divisions is even or the number of 

ordinates are odd sometimes one or both end ordinates may be zero.  However hey must 

be taken into account while applying rules. 

WORKOUT PROBLEMS 
1. The following offsets were taken from a chain line to an irregular boundary line at an 

interval of 10 m.  0, 2.50, 3.50, 5.00, 4.60, 3.20, 0 m.  Compute the area between the 

chain line, the irregular boundary line and the end offsets by: 

 (a) Trapezoidal Rule 

 (b) Simpson’s Rule 

(a) Trapezoidal Rule 

Here d = 10 

( ){ }20.360.400.550.350.2200
2

10Area ++++++= = 5 * 37.60 = 188 m2 

(b) Simpson’s Rule 

D = 10 

( ) ( ){ } *
3

1060.450.3220.300.550.2400
3

10Area =++++++= 59.00 = 196.66 m2 

2. The following offsets were taken from a survey line to a curved boundary line: 

Distance (m) 0 5 10 15 20 30 40 60 80 

Offset (m) 2.50 3.80 4.60 5.20 6.10 4.70 5.80 3.90 2.20 

 

 Find the area between the survey line, the curved boundary line and the first and 

last offsets by (a) Trapezoidal Rule and (b) Simpson’s Rule. 

 Here, the intervals between the offsets are not regular throughout the length.  

Soothe section is divided into three compartments. 

Let,  

∆1 = Area of the 1st section 

∆2 = Are of the 2nd section 

∆3 = Area of the 3rd section 

Here, 

 d1 = 5 m 
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 d2 = 10 m 

 d3 = 20 m 

(a) Trapezoidal Rule: 

  ( ){ }20.560.480.3210.650.2
2
5

1 ++++=∆  = 89.50 m2 

 ( ){ }70.4280.510.6
2

10
2 ++=∆  = 106.50 m2 

 ( ){ }90.3220.280.5
2
20

3 ++=∆  = 158.00 m2 

 Total Area = 89.50 + 106.50 + 158.00 = 354.00 m2 

(b) By Simpson’s Rule 

( ) ( ){ }60.4220.580.3410.650.2
3
5

1 ++++=∆  = 89.66 m2 

{ }70.480.510.6
3

10
2 ++=∆  = 102.33 m2 

( ){ }90.3420.280.5
3
20

3 ++=∆  = 157.33 m2 

Total area = 89.66 + 102.33 + 157.33 = 349.32 m2 

EXERCISE 
The following offsets were taken at 15 m intervals from a survey line to an irregular 

boundary line. 3.50, 4.30, 6.75, 5.25, 7.50, 8.80, 7.90, 6.40, 4.40, 3.25 m.  Calculate the 

area enclosed between the survey line, the irregular boundary line and the first and last 

offsets by: 

(a) Trapezoidal Rule 

 (b) Simpson’s Rule 
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COMPUTATION OF VOLUMES 

The computation of volumes of various quantities from the measurements done in 

the field is required in the design and planning on many engineering works.  The volume 

of earth work is required for suitable alignment of road works, canal and sewer lines, soil 

and water conservation works, farm pond and percolation pond consent. 

The computation of volume of various materials such as coal, gravel and is 

required to check the stock files, volume computations are also required for estimation of 

capacities of bins tanks etc. 

For estimation of volume of earth work cross sections are taken at right angles to 

a fixed line, which runs continuously through the earth work.  The spacing of the cross 

sections will depend upon the accuracy required.  The volume of earth work is computed 

once the various cross-sections are known, adopting Prismoidal rule and trapezoidal rule. 

Trapezoidal rule : ( )[ ]1n32n1 A...AA2AA
2
DV −+++++=  

Prismodial rule : ( ) ( )[ ]...AA2...AA4AA
3
DV 5342n1 +++++++=  

Where, 

D - common distance between sections 

A1, A2, …An = cross sectional areas 

  WORKOUT PROBLEMS 
1. Compute the cost of earth work involved in cutting open a trench of following size.  

Length 200 m, side slope 2: 1, depth of trench 4 m, bottom, width of trench 1.5 m.  Cost 

of earth work Rs. 50 per m3. 

 Cross sectional area of trench,  A = (b + sh)*h 

      A = (1.5 + 2*4)*4 

      A = 9.5 * 4 = 38 m2 

∴ Volume of earth work, V = A*L = 38 * 200 = 7600 m3 

∴ Cost of earth work = 7600 * 50 = Rs. 3,80,000.00 

2. Compute the volume of earth work involved in constructing a farm pond of the 

following size: size, at bottom 6 x 4 m.  Side slope 2: 1, depth of pond 4 m work out the 

cost of earth work also if it costs Rs. 50 per m3. 
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 Size of pond at bottom  = 6 x 4 m 

 Area at bottom  = 24 m2 (a1) 

 Size of pond at ground level: 

 Length of pond  = 6 + 8 + 8 = 22 m 

 Breadth of pond = 4 + 8 + 8 = 20 m 

 Cross sectional area of pond at ground level = 20 * 22 = 440 m2 (a3) 

 Area of pond at mid height = 
( ) ( ) 2m16812*14

2
420

*
2

622
==

++
 (a2) 

 Using prismoidal rule,  V = ( )[ ]232 a2aa
2
D

++  

     ( )[ ]168244024
2
DV ++=  

     [ ] 800336464
2
2V =+=  m3 

∴ Cost of earth work = 50 * 800 = Rs. 40, 000 

 

EXERCISE 
1. The three cross section of embankment at an interval of 30 m.  Compute the volume of 

earth required to form the embankment? 
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SOIL EROSION CONTROL 

MECHANICAL MEASURES 

Mechanical measures play a vital role in controlling and preventing soil erosion 

on agricultural lands.  They are adopted to supplement the agricultural practices 

(biological methods).  The mechanical measures include contour bund, graded bund, 

terraceing and contour stonewall etc. 

Contour Bunding 
As discussed in exercise 8.  

Design of contour bunds 

Vertical Interval between bunds (V.I) 

3.0b
a
SI.V 






 +=  

where,  

S – land slope (%); a and b are constants 

a = 3 and b =2 for medium and heavy rainfall zones 

a = 2 and b =2 for low rainfall zones 

Horizontal Spacing in between bunds (H.I) 

 100x
S

I.VI.H =  

Length of bund per hectare (L.B) 

 
I.H

000,10or
I.V
S100haper.B.L =  

 

Depth of water impounding before the bund (h) 

 
500

R*Dh =  

where, 

 D – vertical interval (m) 

 R – maximum rainwater on area basis (mm) 

Actual height of the bund = h + 20% of h as freeboard 

DIMENSIONS OF THE CONTOUR BUND 
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Type of soil Bottom width 
(m) 

Top width  
(m) 

Height  
(m) Side slope 

Gravel soils 1.2 0.3 0.6 0.75: 1 

Red soils 2.1 0.3 0.6 1.5: 1 

Shallow to 

medium black 

soil 

2.4 0.45 0.75 1.3: 1 

Deep soils 3.3 0.60 0.675 2: 1 

 

 By knowing the cross section area of the bund, the volume of earthwork per 

hectare and the cost of earthwork per hectare can be determined. 

Graded Bunds 
  Graded bunds are constructed in medium to high rainfall area having an annual 

rainfall of 600 mm and above and in soils having poor permeability or those having crust 

forming tendency (black soils), and in the lands having slopes between 2 and 6%.  These 

bunds are provided with a channel if necessary.  Uniformly graded bunds are suitable 

where the length of bund is less and the discharge behind the bund or in the channel is not 

much.  Variable grades are provided in different sections of the bund.  For uniform 

graded bund, a grade from 0.1% to a maximum of 0.4% is adopted and for variable 

graded bund the grade will vary with the length of the bund.  The required capacity of the 

channel can be determined by using the rational method. 

 The spacing between two graded is based on the formula 

 3.0b
a
SI.V 






 +=  

where, 

 V.I – vertical interval (m) 

 S – slope (%) 

 a – constant value ranging from 3 to 4; b = 2 
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GRADED BUND SPECIFICATION 

Type of soil Bottom width 
(m) 

Top width  
(m) 

Height  
(m) Side slope 

Shallow soil 1.1 0.3 0.4 1: 1 

Red and 

alluvial soil 
1.5 0.5 0.5 1: 1 

Heavy soil 2.1 0.5 0.5 1.5: 1 

 For graded bunds, the horizontal interval, length per hectare and cost estimation 

are similar as that of contour bunds. 

Broad Base Terrace 
A broad base terrace is a broad surface channel or embankment constructed across 

the slope of the rolling land for reducing runoff erosion and for moisture conservation.  

The broad base terrace has a ridge of 25 to 50 cm high and 5 to 9 m wide gently sloping 

on both sides and a channel along the upper side, constructed to control erosion by 

diverting runoff at a non-erosive velocity.  It is classified as graded i.e. channel type 

terrace and leveled or ridged type terrace. 

Narrow base terrace is similar to a board base terrace in all respects except the 

width of ridge and channel.  The base width of a narrow base terrace is usually 1.2 to 2.5 

m.  These terraces are made in the lands having a slope above 6% and upto 10%. 

Design of board base terrace 

1. Horizontal Interval (H.I.) in meters  

 10
S

200I.H +=  where S is slope in % 

2. Vertical Interval (V.I) in meters 

 
10
S2I.V +=  

3. Length of the terrace per hectare 

 
I.H

000,10L =  
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4. Channel design 

 The channel capacity is calculated by using the rational formula and the 

dimensions of the channels are predicted by using the Manning’s formula and the 

permissible velocities. 

Contour Stone Wall 
In this, cut stones of size around 20 cm are dry packed across the hill slope to 

form a regular shape of random rubble masonry without mortar.  After construction it 

should be stable enough so that a man can walk on it.  They are constructed in lands 

having slopes between 10 and 16% and above. 

The spacing between two successive stone walls is 10 to 15 m.  A longitudinal 

slope of 1 in 500 or 0.2% is provided towards the safe outlet.  The top portion of the 

stone wall should be straight.  As in the case of contour bunding vertical deviation of plus 

or minus 25 cm is permitted for laying the stonewalls along the boundaries to suit the 

convenience of the land owner.  Each stone wall must end in an outlet either natural or 

artificial.  Besides conserving moisture and controlling erosion, these stone walls are 

constructed to form bench terraces in a gradual manner. 

Design of contour stone wall 

1. Vertical Interval (V.I) in meters 

 4
8
S.I.V +=  

2. Horizontal Interval (H.I) in meters 

 100x
S

I.VI.H =  

3. Length per hectare 

 
I.H

000,10L =  

4. Volume of stones required (m3 ha-1) 

 V = Cross sectional area of the stone wall x Length per hectare 

 

 

 



SWC 211 Soil and Water Conservation Engineering 

  Department of Soil & Water Conservation Engineering 



SWC 211 Soil and Water Conservation Engineering 

  Department of Soil & Water Conservation Engineering 

Bench Terracing 
 Bench terracing is one of the most popular mechanical soil conservation practices 

adopted by farmers of India and other countries for ages.  On sloping and undulating 

lands, intensive farming can be only adopted with bench terracing.  It consists of 

construction of step like fields along contours by half cutting and half filling.  Original 

slope is converted into level fields and thus all hazards of erosion are eliminated.  All the 

manure and fertilizers applied are retained in the field.  In sloping irrigated lands, bench 

terracing helps in proper water management.  Bench terraces are normally constructed in 

lands having slope between 16 and 33%. 

Type of bench terraces and their adaptability 

1. Level Bench Terrace: Paddy fields require uniform impounding of water.  Level 

bench terraces are used for the same and to facilitate uniform impounding.  

Sometimes this type of terraces are termed as table top, or paddy terraces, 

conveying the same that such bench is as level as top of the table. 

2. Inward Sloping Bench Terrace: Crops like potato are extremely susceptible to 

water logging.  In that case the benches are made with inward slope to drain off 

excess water as quickly as possible.  These are especially suited for steep slopes.  

It is essential to keep the excess runoff towards hill (original ground) rather than 

on fill slopes.  These inwardly sloping bench terraces have a drain on inner side, 

which has a grade along its length to convey the excess water to one side, from 

where it is disposed-off by well stabilized vegetated waterway.  These are widely 

used in Nilgiri hills of Tamilnadu state as well as on steep Himalayan slope in 

Himachal Pradesh and North-Eastern hill regions.  Longitudinal slope of 1 in 120 

and inward slope of 1 in 40 is adopted in Nilgris. 

3. Outward Sloping Bench Terraces: Farmers many a times carry out the leveling 

process in phases, doing part of the job every year.  As such outward sloping 

bench is usually a step towards construction of level or inward sloping bench 

terraces.  In places of low rainfall or shallow soils, the outwardly sloping bench 

terraces are used to reduce the existing steep slope to mild slope.  In this type of 

terraces constructed on soils not having good permeability, provision of graded 

channel at lower end has to be kept, to safely dispose off surplus water to some 
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water way.  In very permeable soils a strong bund with arrangement may take 

care for most of the rainfall events, while during heavy rainfall storm, the excess 

water may flow from one terrace to another.  Attempt is usually made to dispose-

off this to some waterway at an earliest possible spot. 

4. Puertorican or California Type of Terraces: In case of Puertorican type of 

terrace, the soil is excavated little by little during every ploughing and gradually 

developing benches by pushing the soil downhill against a vegetative or 

mechanical barrier laid along contour.  The terrace is developed gradually over 

years, by natural leveling.  It is necessary that mechanical or vegetative barrier 

across the land at suitable interval has to be established. 

Design of Bench Terraces 

1. Type of Bench Terrace 

 It is selected among the three types and depends upon rainfall, soil conditions, 

land use etc. 

2. Terrace Spacing and Width 

 It is normally expressed in terms of the vertical interval at which the terraces are 

constructed.  It depends upon factors like slope, soil and surface condition, grade and 

agricultural use. 

Steps for terrace spacing design 

i. Find the maximum depth of productive soil range 

ii. Having the above consideration in view, find out the maximum admissible 

cutting (d), for the desired land slope (S) and the crops to be grown. 

iii. Having fixed the depth of cutting, the width of the terrace (W) can be 

computed for the slope (S) by using the formula ie. for vertical cut 

S
d200W =  where W and d are in meters and S in % 

and 
s
Dd =  where D – vertical interval 

iv. For a batter slope of 1: 1 riser, the vertical interval is 

S100
WSD
−

=  

and for a batter of 0.5: 1 riser, the vertical interval is 
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S200
WS2D
−

=  and the width of the terrace will vary suitably. 

3. Terrace Gradient 

 In high rainfall areas, for quick disposal of the excess water, a suitable gradient 

has to be provided for newly laid out terraces. 

4. Terrace Cross Section 

 The design of terrace cross section involves the batter slope, cross section area of 

the shoulder bund, inward or outward slope of the terrace field. 

Trenches 
Contour or staggered trenches are adopted in high rainfall hilly areas of lands with 

slope steeper than 33% or nay slope with badly eroded soil.  Length of staggered or 

contour trench will be 3 to 3.65 m while the inter space between trenches in the same row 

will be only 2.4 to 3 m.  The trenches will be trapezoidal in cross section with 0.3 to 0.45 

m bottom width, side slopes of 0.5: 1 or 1: 1. 

In addition for stabilization of soil, steps are to be taken to plant the area with fast 

growing tree and grass species.  Plants are put on the trench side of the bunds along the 

berms. 



SWC 211 Soil and Water Conservation Engineering 

  Department of Soil & Water Conservation Engineering 

Example 
On a 20% hill slope, it is proposed to construct bench terraces.  If the vertical interval is 2 

m, calculate (i) length per hectare, (ii) earthwork, and (iii) area lost both for vertical cut 

and batter slope of 1: 1.  The cut should be equal to fill. 

Solution: 

For vertical cut, 

 m10
20

2*100
S

D*100W ===  

 

Length per hectare = m1000
10
000,10

=  

 Earthwork = 3m25001000*
2
2*5*

2
1

=  

Since it is vertical cut, no area is lost for cultivation, except the area for shoulder bund. 

When the batter slope 1: 1 

 
( ) ( ) m8

20
201002

S
S100100

W =
−

=
−

=  

Length per hectare = m1000
118

000,10
=

++
 

 Earthwork per hectare = 3m20001000*1*4*
2
1

=  

 Area lost for cultivation = 21.57% 



SOIL EROSION 

1. Soil erosion 

2. Soil erosion - three phase phenomena 

 * Detachment 

 * Transportation By wind, H2O and gravity 

 * Deposition  

3. Action of wind and water 

4. Two forms of energy 

 Potential energy PE = mgh (head) 

 Force N = kgm / sec2 Nm/sec = watt = kg m2  

 mgh = sec2 

 2. Kinetic energy 

 ½ mv2 

5. Factors affecting soil erosion 

 * Rainfall * Runoff * Wind * Soil * Slope * Plant cover * Temperature 

6. Two broad classification 

 1. Geologic / natural / normal erosion 

Formation and loss simultaneously which maintain the balance between 

formation and losses. 

2. Acceleration 

Deterioration by mankind by wind, water, gravity & glaciers 
 

Water erosion 

 - Rain drop erosion 

 - Sheet erosion 

 - Rill erosion 

 - Gully erosion 



 - Stream bank erosion 

Mechanics of water erosion 

i)  Hydraulic action 

 The force exerted by the air in the voids 

ii) Abrasion 

 Shear force of water to scour the soil 

iii) Attrition 

 Mechanical breakdown of loads. 

iv) Solution 

 Chemical action between soil and H2O 

v) Transportation 

 Depends on velocity / type of load  

vi) Deposition 

 Whenever the velocity is lower than the carrying capacity, then the loads will be 

deposited on the bed of the water course.  
 

GULLY EROSION 

 It is an advanced stage of rill erosion in which the size of the rill is so enlarged 

which cannot be rectified by ordinary tillage implemnts.  

 Process of gully formation follows sheet and rill erosion  

 It also occurs when runoff volume from a sloppy land increases sufficiently or 

increase in flow velocity to cut deep inversions or when concentration of runoff 

water is long enough in the same channel 

1. It can be formed by unchecked rills. 

2. It can be formed on natural depressions where runoff water accumulates.  

3. It can be formed on the track formed by vehicle movements.  
 



Gully Developing process 

Stage 1 : Initiation stage 

 During this stage the channel erosion and deepening of gully bed takes place. This 

stage normally process slowly where the top soil is resistant to erosion. 
 

Stage 2 : Development stage 

 In this stage, both depth and width of the gully are getting increased due to 

waterfall action of the flowing velocity. So the loose soil materials will be washed away. 

Lot of soil erosion takes place in this stage.  
 

Stage 3. Healing stage 

 After the developmental stage the further degradation slowly comes to halt. Then 

the healing stage takes place. In this stage the vegetations are slowly coming up in the 

bed as well as in the side slopes of the gully. 
 

Stage 4 : Stabilization stage 

 Almost in this stage, gully, stabilization takes place. Here the healing process is 

fully completed and the channel obtained a stable bed gradient and side slopes. 

Vegetation will grow abundantly to cover the soil surface and develop new top soil.  
 

Classification of gully 

I. Based on shape 

i) 'U' shaped gully 

 This type is formed in alluvial plains where surface and subsurface soils are easily 

erodable. The runoff flow undermines and then the gully banks  are collapsed which 

results in the formation of vertical side walls and in this way the 'U' shaped gullys are 

formed.  
 

ii) 'V' shaped gully 



 I is developed where the sub soils are tough to resist the rapid cutting of soil by 

runoff flow. As resistance to erosion increases with depth, the width of cut decreases and 

so 'V' shaped gullys are formed.  
 

 In  hilly regions the 'V' shaped gullys are quite common because of this high flow 

velocity in steep slope and also the flow volume is common. 
 

II. Based on state of the gully 

1. Active gully 

 Whole dimensions are enlarged with time. The size enlargement is based on the 

soil characteristics land use and volume of runoff passing through the gully. The guly's 

found in plain areas are active in nature.  
 

2. Inactive gully 

 Whose dimensions are constant with time. The gullys found in rocky areas are 

inactive, because rocks are very tough to erosion by the runoff flow.  
 

III. Based on the dimension of the gully 

1. Small gully 

 These are these, that can be easily crossed by farm implements and removed by 

ploughing and smoothing operations and by stabilizing the vegetation.  
 

2. Medium gully 

 Are those that cannot be easily crossed by farm implements. They can be 

controlled by terracing or ploughing  operations. The sides are stabilized by creating 

vegetative growth on them.  
 
 

3. Large gully 



 Those which went beyond their reclaimable stage and for stabilization tree 

planting may be done as an effective method.  
 

Gully control 

 The following methods are to be followed to control the gullys 

a) Treatment of catchment area 

b) Division of gully 

c) Stabilization of gully head 

d) Stabilization of gullys 

 i) Biological measures 

 ii) mechanical measures 
 

a) Treatment of catchment  area 

 Catchement area can be treated as per the requirements.  

 1 - 3% slope - Contour bunds, vegetative bunds 

 4-10% slope - Graded bund, graded trench 

 11-15% slope - Bench terraces, inward sloped bench terraces, outward  

sloped bench terraces 

 16-33% slope - Countour stone wall, staggered stone wall, staggered stone  

wall 

 > 33%  - Afforestation ie. planting of trees 
  

b) Diversion of gully 

 The gully can be directed for a small distance inorder to stabilize the head of the 

gully. The head of the gully can be stabilized by stone pitching, masonry construction, 

sodding of grasses inorder to control further scouring.  

 The diverted water course can join the main gut after some time.  
 



d) Stabilization of gully 

i) Biological measures 

 If the vegetation is increased on the gully bed then the velocity of flow could be 

reduced thereby the transformed matter could be deposited on the head of the gully so 

thick vegetation would start coming up on the side bed. If biological measures, are not 

effective, then we can go for mechanical measures.  
 

ii) Mechanical measures 

 It consists of masonry structure across the gully as well as along the side slope of 

the gully. 
 

Check dams 

 Check dams can be constructed across the gully the check dam consists of body 

wall and side walls apron may be provided in d/s side to preventing scouring of water. 
 

Retaining walls 

 Retaining walls can be constructed invulnerable places along the side walls of the 

gullys. Retaining walls can be plastered or even without plastered.  In the case of without 

plastered, it is called 'dry stone pitching' 
 

Different types of check dams 

i. Brush wood dam 

ii. Loose rock dam or rock fill dam Temporary structures 

iii. Gabion or netting dam 
 

Causes : Gully erosion 

 There are several causes to activate the gully formation. Some examples are given 

below. 

1. Creating the land surface without vegetation  



2. Adoption of faulty tillage practice 

3. Overglazing and other forms of biotic pressure on the vegetative cover existing on 

the land surface. 

4. Absence of the vegetative cover 

5. Not smoothening of rills, channels or depressions present on the ground surface.  

6. Improper construction of water channels, roads, rain line, cattle trails etc. 
 

Main theory of gully control structures are 

1. Velocity is reduced, so carrying capacity of soil is reduced. 

2. The slope is being cut in to small flat terrain  

3. The water will stagnate and has the opportunity to percolate inside the ground water 

resources.  
 

Stream bank erosion 

 It is a kind of water erosion in which soil is removed either by the runoff flowing 

over the sides of the stream, coming into the stream from U/S areas or by scouring and 

undercutting of soil below the water surface.  
 

Land slide 

 Movement of soil mass from upper portion of the mountain to the lower portion is 

called land slide. To prevent land slide vegetative cover has to be increased in the land 

slide prone areas. To arrest land slide completely is a very difficult task. Retaining walls 

could arrest land slide to some extent.  
 

 

 

 

Erosivity 



 It is defined as the potential ability of rainfall to cause erosion. It is rainfall factor 

it depends upon the physical characteristics of rainfall which include raindrop size, drop 

size distribution, kinetic energy, terminal velocity etc.  
 

Erodibility 

 It is defined as the vulnerability or susceptibility of the soil to be eroded. It is the 

function of physical characteristics of the soil. It is a soil factor. The physical character 

includes the texture, structure, organic matter content.  
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DESIGN OF CONTOUR BUND 

Contour Bunding 
  Contour bunding is the construction of small bund across the slope of the land on 

a contour so that the long slope is cut into a series of small ones and each contour bund 

acts as a barrier to the flow of water, thus making the water to walk rather than run, at the 

same time impounding water against it for increasing soil moisture.  Contour bunds 

divide the length of the slope, reduce the volume of runoff water, and thus preventing or 

minimizing the soil erosion.   

Contour bunds are constructed in relatively low rainfall areas, having an annual 

rainfall or less than 600 mm, particularly in areas having light textured soils.  For rolling 

and flater lands having slopes from 2 to 6% contour bunding is practiced, in red soils. 

Design of contour bunds 

Vertical Interval between bunds (V.I) 

3.0b
a
SI.V 






 +=  

where,  

S – land slope (%); a and b are constants 

a = 3 and b =2 for medium and heavy rainfall zones 

a = 2 and b =2 for low rainfall zones 

Horizontal Spacing in between bunds (H.I) 

 100x
S

I.VI.H =  

 

Length of bund per hectare (L.B) 

 
I.H

000,10or
I.V
S100haper.B.L =  

Depth of water impounding before the bund (h) 

 
500

R*Dh =  

where, 

 D – vertical interval (m) 
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 R – maximum rainwater on area basis (mm) 

Actual height of the bund = h + 20% of h as freeboard 

DIMENSIONS OF THE CONTOUR BUND 

Type of soil 
Bottom width 

(m) 

Top width  

(m) 

Height  

(m) 
Side slope 

Gravel soils 1.2 0.3 0.6 0.75: 1 

Red soils 2.1 0.3 0.6 1.5: 1 

Shallow to 

medium black 

soil 

2.4 0.45 0.75 1.3: 1 

Deep soils 3.3 0.60 0.675 2: 1 

 

 By knowing the cross section area of the bund, the volume of earthwork per 

hectare and the cost of earthwork per hectare can be determined. 

 

Example: 

On a 3 per cent land slope calculate the horizontal spacing of bunds in medium rainfall 

zone and the length of bunds per hectare. 

Solution: 

metres9.0cm9060
3
S30.I.V ==+=  

metres30
3

100*9.0spacingHorizontal ==  

Length of bund per hectare = metres333
30

10000
=  
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RUNOFF COMPUTATION AND  

UNIVERSAL SOIL LOSS EQUATION 

 Prediction of runoff is difficult as it depends upon several factors.  The following 

method is generally used in soil and water conservation for estimating the rate or the 

maximum rate of runoff that could occur from a particular catchment. 

Rational Method: In this method, the peak rate of runoff is given by the equation. 

 
36

CIAQ =   

where, 

 Q = Peak rate of runoff (m3 s-1) 

I = Intensity of rainfall (cm h-1) for a duration equal to the time of concentration 

and for the given frequency 

C = Runoff coefficient, and 

A = Area of the catchment (ha) 

Runoff coefficient C is defined as the ratio of the peak runoff rate to the rainfall 

intensity.  Values of C for different slopes and land use conditions, determined from field 

observations are given in table below. 

VALUES OF ‘C’ FOR USE IN RATIONAL FORMULA 

Land use 
Soil Types 

Cultivation Pasture Forest 

With above average infiltration rate usually 

sandy or gravelly 
0.29 0.15 0.10 

With average infiltration rates, no clay pans, 

loams and similar soils 
0.40 0.35 0.30 

With below average infiltration rates, heavy 

clay soils or soils with a clay pan near the 

surface, shallow soils above impervious rock 

0.50 0.45 0.40 
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Example: Estimate the peak rate of runoff for a 10 year frequency from a watershed of 

25 hectares, having 15 hectares under cultivation (C = 0.5), 5 hectares under forests  

(C = 0.4) and 5 hectares under grass cover (C = 0.45).  There is fall of 5 metres in a 

distance of 700 metres.  The distance from the remotest point in the watershed to the 

outlet is 700 metres.  

Solution:  

47.0
25

45.0*54.0*55.0*15
watershedentiretheforCofvalueWeighted =

++
=  

For L = 700 m, S = 5/ 700 

Time of concentration, 385.077.002.0 −= SLTc  

where, 

Tc = Time of concentration (min); L = Length of channel reach (m) 

S = Average slope of channel reach (m/ m) 

21
700
5*700*02.0T

385.0
77.0

c =





=

−

 min 

1 hour rainfall intensity for 10 years frequency = 100 mm h-1 

Intensity for 21 minutes rainfall = 17.5 mm h-1 

7.5
360

25*5.17*47.0Q,raterunoffPeak ==  cumecs. 

 

Universal Soil Loss Equation 

 Wischmeier in 1959 presented the universal soil loss equation, which has 

adaptability to wide range of conditions.  The factors involved in the equation and its 

applicability to some situations in India. 

 The equation is given by: 

 A = RKLSCP 

where, 

 A = Average soil loss for the given period 

 R = Rainfall erosivity index 

 K = Soil erodibility factor 

 C = Cropping management factor 
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 L = Length of slope factor 

 S = Steepness of slope factor, and 

 P = Conservation practice factor 

The different factors in the above equation are to be selected to suit the units 

under considerations. 

Average Soil Loss, A: This is normally expressed in tones per hectares.  It may be 

computed for any period and also on probability basis (e.g. once in two years, once in 

five years etc.) using the rainfall erosivity index ‘R’ for the corresponding period. 

Rainfall Erosivity Index, R: This is the product of the kinetic energy and the maximum 

30 minutes intensity of the rain storm.  Values may be expressed for any length of period 

(like daily, monthly or annual) or for any desired probability level. 

Soil Erodibility Factor, K: This factor is expressed as tones of soil loss per hectare per 

unit of rainfall erosion index for a slope of specified dimensions (9 per cent and 22.0 

metres long) under continuous cultivated, fallow without the influence of crop cover. 

 The estimated k will be given by, 

 
EITotal

)A(losssoiladjustedTotal
K =  

 K values varied from 0.03 to 0.69 under gravel and silt loam conditions 

respectively in USA conditions.  For a silt loam soil at Dehradun an average values of 

0.30 tonnes ha-1 per EI was obtained. 

Slope Length, L and Slope Factor, S: The slope length factor is the ratio of soil loss 

from any length of slope to that from the slope length specified (22 m generally) for a 

given soil erodibility value. 

 ( )2p S076.0S53.076.0
100

L
LS ++=  

where, 

 Lp = Slope length; S = per cent slope 

Conservation Practice Factor, P: This is the ratio of soil loss for a given practice to that 

for up and down the slope farming.  
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CONSERVATION PRACTICES FACTOR VALUES 

Slope (%) Contouring 
Contouring and Strip 

Cropping 

1.1 – 2.0 0.60 0.30 

2.1 – 7.0 0.50 0.25 

7.1 – 12.0 0.60 0.30 

12.1 – 18.0 0.80 0.40 

18.1 – 24.0 0.90 0.45 

 

CONSERVATION PRACTICE FACTORS FOR 4% SLOPE AS COMPARED TO 

1% FOR UP AND DOWN SLOPE FARMING 

Contour Cultivation   : 4.74 

Strip Cropping 3: 1 (Maize: Cowpea) : 0.51  

Strip Cropping 4: 1 (Maize: Cowpea) : 0.62 

 By evaluating the factors of the soil loss equation, the soil loss from a field under 

a given set of conditions can be determined.  If the soil loss is higher than the soil loss 

permissible for maintaining productivity, suitable changes in the crop management and 

conservation practices should be made to reduce the expected soil loss. 

Example: 

In an area subjected to soil erosion, the following information is available.  

Rainfall erosivity index = 1200 metre tonned ha-1; Soil erodibility index = 0.20 

Crop factor   = 0.60; Conservation practice factor = 1.0  

Slope length factor  = 0.1 

What will be estimated annual loss?  Explain how this soil loss will decrease by adopting 

conservation practices. 

Solution: 

 Using the Universal soil loss equation, the soil loss is obtained as, 

 A = 1200*0.20*0.60*1.0*0.1 = 14.4 tonnes ha-1 year-1 

 To reduce the soil loss, if conservation practices are introduced, let us say the 

factor P is now 0.6. 

 A = 14.4*0.6 = 10.44 tonnes ha-1 year-1 
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RAINWATER HARVESTING 

What is Rainwater Harvesting? 

It is the principle of collecting and using precipitation (rainfall from a catchment’s 

surface. 

An old technology is gaining popularity in a new way.  Rainwater harvesting is 

enjoying a renaissance of sorts in the world, but it traces its history to biblical times.  

Extensive rainwater harvesting apparatus existed 4000 years ago in the Palestine and 

Greece.  In ancient Rome, residences were built with individual cisterns and paved 

courtyards to capture rainwater to augment water from city’s aqueducts.  As early as the 

third millennium BC, farming communities in Baluchistan and Kutch impounded 

rainwater and used it for irrigation dams. 

Storage 

Groundwater Reservoirs 

Rooftop rainwater collected may be recharged to groundwater reservoir through: 

• Abandoned dug well 

• Abandoned/ running hand pump 

• Recharge shaft 

• Defunct bore well 

• Trench/ pit with injection well 

Small storages tank above ground level (suitable for individual houses) 

 A simple rooftop rainwater harvesting as practiced in some villages using split 

pipe or GI valley sheets or Bamboo directing the flow from rooftop to a small drum or 

plastic tank. 

If there is a group of houses, the owners can collectively lead the rainwater into a 

subsurface tank situated in a common place. 

Another simple method of storage is letting the rainwater into the exiting well 

through a filter media consisting of the following. 

Layer 1: Layer of sand – fine to medium (150 to 300 mm) 
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Layer 2: Layer of gravel (200 mm) 

Layer 3: Layer of medium pebbles bed (500 mm) 

There are certain limitations in adopting storage method, in places where the 

monsoon period is only 3 to 4 months as we require a large quantity of storage tanks of 

bigger dimensions, and preservation of water in the tanks for longer period is also 

hazardous.  Hence, we have to go in for recharging method.  

Rooftop Rainwater Harvesting 

The groundwater available in urban localities and Metropolis could not cope up 

with the ever increasing demand and results in the over-exploitation of groundwater with 

inadequate replenishment due to urbanization.  The rainwater runs off into sea as the 

ground area available for percolation for recharging is meager/ insignificant.  Hence the 

rooftop rainwater harvesting method is best suitable for conservation of rainwater and 

recharging the groundwater aquifer. 

Runoff coefficient for various surfaces 

Type of catchment Coefficients (m sec-1) 

Roof catchments 

Tiles 0.80 – 0.90 

Corrugated metal sheets  0.70 – 0.80 

Ground surface coverlings 

Concrete 0.60 – 0.80 

Brick Pavements 0.50 – 0.60 

Untreated ground catchments 

Soil on slopes less than 10 per cent 0.00 – 0.30 

Rocky natural catchments 0.20 – 0.50 

 

 Under this method, the rain pouring on the top of the roof (whatever be the roof 

material) is drained thorough down pipes into a recharging pit (1 x 1 x 1 m) or  

0.60 x 0.60 x 0.60 m made up of broken brick jelly for 0.60 m from the bottom of the top 

layer is filled with river sand for 0.40 m height of the pit covered by perforated precast 

RCC slab. 
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 If the water source for the building is a bore well, the recharging pit is extended to 

at least 10 – 15 m depth by means of a tube well or 200 mm.  Diameter filled with broken 

brick jelly and pebbles. 

Rainwater harvesting for individual house of < 100 m2 (Recharging pit method) 

Pit Size: 1 x 1 x 1 m 

S. No. Description Quantity Rate Amount 

1. Earthwork excavation for percolation pit 1 m3 41 41 

2. Filling the pit with 40 mm size brick jelly 0.6 m3 312.42 188 

3. Filling the pit top with river sand 0.4 m3 326.92 131 

4. Perforated precast RCC slab 40 mm thick for 

covering the pit 

1 m3 175 175 

5. Connecting the drain pipe to the pit through 150 

mm diameter PVC pipe including earth works, 

laying, joining and sand gravel packing 

10 m 400  4000 

6. Unforeseen items   465 

  Total Rs. 5000 

 

Rainwater harvesting for multi storied building of size 20 x 30 m  

(Recharging trench method)  Trench size: All round the building 1 x 1 x 1.5 m 

S. No. Description Quantity Rate Amount 

1. Earthwork excavation for open trench 126 41 5766 

2. Filling the trench with brick jelly 84 312.42 26243 

3. Filling the trench with river sand 42 326.92 1373 

4. Provision of PVC pipe 150 mm diameter 

including bends and clamps  

24 m 275 6600 
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5. Filling with pebbles in the top layer of the 

trench 

10 m 1500 15000 

6. Unforeseen items and petty supervision charges   8260 

  Total Rs. 75000 
 

Recharge trench cum injection well 

This technique is ideally suited for areas where permeable sandy horizons within 

3 to 5 m below ground level and continuous up to the water level under unconfined 

conditions, by which copious water available can be easily recharged. 

In this technique, 1 to 2 m, wide and 2 to 3 m, deep trench is excavated, the length 

of which depends on the site availability and volume of water to be handled.  An 

injection well of 100 to 150 mm diameter is constructed, piercing through the layers of 

impermeable horizons to the potential aquifer reaching about 3 to 5 metres below water 

levels (1 to 10 m) from the bottom of the trenches.  Depending upon the volume of water 

to be injected, the number of injection wells can be increased to enhance the recharging 

rate.  

Benefits of rainwater harvesting 

• Groundwater level is increased 

• Recharges the well 

• Reduces crack formation in walls and structures 

• Dilutes the salt content of water in the wells i.e. improves the groundwater quality 

• Improves moisture content in the soil 

• Aids the growth of plants and trees 

• Seawater intrusion into the land is arrested 

• Reduces the soil erosion 

• Improves the groundwater quality  
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DESIGN OF FARM POND 

Farm ponds are small tanks or reservoirs constructed for the purpose of storing 

water essentially from surface runoff.  Farm ponds are useful for irrigation, water supply 

for the cattle, fish production etc. 

The design and construction of farm ponds require a thorough knowledge of the 

site conditions and requirements.  Some sites are ideally suited for locating the ponds and 

advantage of natural conditions should always be taken. 

Types of Ponds 

 Depending on the source of water and their location with respect to the land 

surface, farm ponds are grouped into four types.  These are (1) Dugout ponds (2) Surface 

ponds (3) Spring or Creek fed ponds and (4) Off-stream storage ponds. 

Dugout Ponds are excavated at the site and the soil obtained by excavation is 

formed as embankment around the pond.  The pond could either be fed by surface runoff 

or groundwater wherever aquifers are available.  In case of dugout ponds, if the stored 

water is to be used for irrigation, the water has to be pumped out. 

Surface water ponds are the most common type of farm ponds.  These are partly 

excavated and an embankment is constructed to retain the water.  Generally a site which 

has a depression already is chosen for this pond construction. 

Spring or creek fed ponds are those where a spring or a creek is the source of 

water supply to the pond.  Construction of these ponds, therefore, depends upon the 

availability of natural springs or creeks. 

Off-stream storage ponds are constructed by the side of streams which flow only 

seasonally.  The idea is to store the water obtained from the seasonal flow in the streams.  

Suitable arrangements need to be made for conveying the water from the stream to the 

storage ponds. 

Components of a Farm Pond: 

Figure below shows a typical layout of a farm pond.  The pond consists of the 

storage area, earthen dam, mechanical spillway and an emergency spillway.  The 

mechanical spillway is used for letting out the excess water from the pond and also as an 

outlet for taking out the water for irrigation.  The emergency spillway is to safeguard the 

earthen dam from overtopping when there are inflows higher than the designed values. 
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Design of Farm Pond 

  The design of farm ponds consists of  

(1) Selection of site  

(2) Determination of the capacity of the pond 

(3) Design of the embankment 

(4) Design of the mechanical spillway 

(5) Design of the emergency spillway 

(6) Providing for seepage control from the bottom 

 
(1) Selection of site 

 Selection of suitable site for the pond is important as the cost of construction as 

well as the utility of the pond depend upon the site.  The site for the pond is to be selected 

keeping in view of the following considerations: 

1. The site should be such that largest storage volume is available with the least 

amount of earth fill.  A narrow section of the valley with steep sides slopes is 

preferable. 

2. Large areas of shallow water should be avoided as these will cause excessive 

evaporation losses and also cause water weeds to grow. 

3. The site should not cause excessive seepage losses. 

4. The pond should be located as near as possible to the area where the water will be 

used.  When the water is to be used for irrigation, gravity flow to the areas to be 

irrigated is preferable. 
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Capacity of the Pond 

 The capacity of the pond is determined from a contour survey of the site at which 

the pond is to be located.  From the contour plan of the site the capacity is calculated for 

different stages using the trapezoidal or simpson’s rule. 

 For this purpose, the area enclosed by each contour is measured using a 

planimeter.  According to the trapezoidal rule, the volume V between two contours at an 

interval H and having areas A1 and A2 is given by, 

( )21 AA
2
HV +=  

 Using Simpson’s rule the volume between any odd number of contours is given 

by, 








 ++
=

contourslastandfirsttheofArea
contoursevenofareatimes4contoursoddofareatheTwice

3
HV   

 This formula is also known as the prismodial rule.  For using this equation, the 

number of contours should be odd i.e. the number of intervals considered should be even. 

Example: 

Calculate the capacity of a pond given the area enclosed by different contours at the site 

as follows: 

S. No. Contour Value (m) Area Enclosed (m2) 

1. 250 220 

2. 251 290 

3. 252 340 

4. 253 370 

5. 254 480 

6. 255 550 

7. 256 620 

 

Contour interval = 1 m 

Solution: 

Using trapezoidal formula, 
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 3m24505.58.47.34.39.2
2

2.6*2.2100*1V =





 +++++=  

Using prismoidal formula, 

 ( ) ( )[ ] 3m24402.68.44.325.57.39.242.2100*
3
1V =++++++=  

To plot the depth-capacity curve the following table can be prepared.  Trapezoidal 

formula is used to calculate the volume increments. 

 

Contour value Area enclosed Volume increment Cumulative 
volume 

250 220 - - 

251 290 255 255 

252 340 315 570 

253 370 355 925 

254 480 425 1350 

255 550 515 1865 

256 620 585 2450 
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Farm ponds are small tanks or reservoirs constructed for the purpose of storing 

water essentially from surface runoff.  Farm ponds are useful for irrigation, water supply 

for the cattle, fish production etc. 

The design and construction of farm ponds require a thorough knowledge of the 

site conditions and requirements.  Some sites are ideally suited for locating the ponds and 

advantage of natural conditions should always be taken. 

Types of Ponds 

 Depending on the source of water and their location with respect to the land 

surface, farm ponds are grouped into four types.  These are (1) Dugout ponds (2) Surface 

ponds (3) Spring or Creek fed ponds and (4) Off-stream storage ponds. 

Dugout Ponds are excavated at the site and the soil obtained by excavation is 

formed as embankment around the pond.  The pond could either be fed by surface runoff 

or groundwater wherever aquifers are available.  In case of dugout ponds, if the stored 

water is to be used for irrigation, the water has to be pumped out. 

Surface water ponds are the most common type of farm ponds.  These are partly 

excavated and an embankment is constructed to retain the water.  Generally a site which 

has a depression already is chosen for this pond construction. 

Spring or creek fed ponds are those where a spring or a creek is the source of 

water supply to the pond.  Construction of these ponds, therefore, depends upon the 

availability of natural springs or creeks. 

Off-stream storage ponds are constructed by the side of streams which flow only 

seasonally.  The idea is to store the water obtained from the seasonal flow in the streams.  

Suitable arrangements need to be made for conveying the water from the stream to the 

storage ponds. 

Components of a Farm Pond: 

Figure below shows a typical layout of a farm pond.  The pond consists of the 

storage area, earthen dam, mechanical spillway and an emergency spillway.  The 

mechanical spillway is used for letting out the excess water from the pond and also as an 

outlet for taking out the water for irrigation.  The emergency spillway is to safeguard the 

earthen dam from overtopping when there are inflows higher than the designed values. 
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Design of Farm Pond 

  The design of farm ponds consists of  

(1) Selection of site  

(2) Determination of the capacity of the pond 

(3) Design of the embankment 

(4) Design of the mechanical spillway 

(5) Design of the emergency spillway 

(6) Providing for seepage control from the bottom 

 
(1) Selection of site 

 Selection of suitable site for the pond is important as the cost of construction as 

well as the utility of the pond depend upon the site.  The site for the pond is to be selected 

keeping in view of the following considerations: 

1. The site should be such that largest storage volume is available with the least 

amount of earth fill.  A narrow section of the valley with steep sides slopes is 

preferable. 

2. Large areas of shallow water should be avoided as these will cause excessive 

evaporation losses and also cause water weeds to grow. 

3. The site should not cause excessive seepage losses. 

4. The pond should be located as near as possible to the area where the water will be 

used.  When the water is to be used for irrigation, gravity flow to the areas to be 

irrigated is preferable. 



SWC 211 Soil and Water Conservation Engineering 

  Department of Soil & Water Conservation Engineering 

Capacity of the Pond 

 The capacity of the pond is determined from a contour survey of the site at which 

the pond is to be located.  From the contour plan of the site the capacity is calculated for 

different stages using the trapezoidal or simpson’s rule. 

 For this purpose, the area enclosed by each contour is measured using a 

planimeter.  According to the trapezoidal rule, the volume V between two contours at an 

interval H and having areas A1 and A2 is given by, 

( )21 AA
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 Using Simpson’s rule the volume between any odd number of contours is given 

by, 
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 This formula is also known as the prismodial rule.  For using this equation, the 

number of contours should be odd i.e. the number of intervals considered should be even. 

Example: 

Calculate the capacity of a pond given the area enclosed by different contours at the site 

as follows: 

S. No. Contour Value (m) Area Enclosed (m2) 

1. 250 220 

2. 251 290 

3. 252 340 

4. 253 370 

5. 254 480 

6. 255 550 

7. 256 620 

 

Contour interval = 1 m 
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Using trapezoidal formula, 
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Using prismoidal formula, 
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3
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To plot the depth-capacity curve the following table can be prepared.  Trapezoidal 

formula is used to calculate the volume increments. 
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STUDY OF AQUIFERS 

Groundwater is the underground water that occur in the saturated zone of variable 

thickness and depth, below the earth’s surface.  Cracks and pores in the existing rocks 

and unconsolidated crystal layers, make up a large underground reservoir, where part of 

precipitation is stored.  The groundwater is utilized through wells and tubewells. 

Groundwater Aquifers 

A permeable stratum or a geological formation of a permeable material, which is 

capable to yield appreciable quantities of groundwater under gravity is known as an 

Aquifer.  When an aquifer is overlaid by a confined bed of impervious material, then this 

confined bed of overburden is called an Aquiclude.  The types of aquifers are: 

(1) Unconfined Aquifer or Non-Artesian Aquifer: An unconfined aquifer is one which is 

not confined by an upper impermeable layer.  It is also known as water table aquifer.  

Water in these aquifers is at atmospheric pressure.  The upper surface of the zone of 

saturation is known as water table.  When a well is constructed in these aquifers the level 

of the water table is the level of water in the well. 

(2) Confined Aquifers or Artesian Aquifers: When an aquifer is confined on both sides 

by impervious rock formations i.e. aquicludes, and is also broadly inclined so as to 

expose the aquifer somewhere to the catchment area or recharge area at a higher level for 

the creation of sufficient hydraulic head, it is called a confined aquifer or an artesian 

aquifer.  Water in these aquifers is under pressure above atmospheric pressure.  When a 

well is put in these aquifers water will rise to a level above the water table of the upper 

confining layer because of the pressure under which the water is held.  The imaginary 

level to which water will rise in wells located in an artesian aquifer is known as the 

piezometric level.  Should the piezometric surface lie above ground surface, a flowing 

(artesian) well results. 

(3) Perched Aquifer: Perched aquifer occurs whenever a ground water body is separated 

from the main groundwater by a relatively impermeable stratum of small areal extent. 
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TYPES AND SELECTION OF PUMPS 

The mechanical device or arrangement by which water is caused to flow at 

increased pressure is known as a pump and the process of using a pump for this purpose 

is known as pumping.  Irrigation pumps, in general, are driven either by engines or 

electric motors.  Basically, the following four principles are involved in pumping water.  

Atmospheric pressure, centrifugal force, positive displacement and movement of columns 

of fluid caused by differences in specific gravity.  Pumps are classified on the basis of 

mechanical principles of operation as 

Positive Displacement Pumps 

(a) Reciprocating Pump 

(b) Rotary Pump 

Variable Displacement Pumps 

(a) Centrifugal Pump  

(b) Turbine Pump 

a. Deep well turbine 

b. Submersible pump 

(c) Propeller Pump 

(d) Jet Pump 

(e) Air Lift Pump 

Positive Displacement Pump 
In a positive displacement pump, the fluid is physically displaced by mechanical 

devices such as the plunger, piston, gears, cams, screws etc.  In this type of pump, a 

vacuum is created in a chamber by some mechanical means and then water is drawn in 

this chamber.  The volume of water thus drawn in the chamber is then shifted or 

displaced mechanically out of chamber, 

(a) Reciprocating Pumps: In this type of pump, a piston or a plunger moves inside a 

closed cylinder.  On the intake stroke, the suction valve remains open and allows 

water to come into the cylinder.  The delivery valve remains closed during intake 

stroke.  On the discharge stroke, the suction valve is closed and water is forced in 

delivery pipe through delivery pipe through delivery valve which opens during 

discharge stroke. 
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The reciprocating pumps may be single acting or double acting.  In the former 

type water is discharged only on the forward stroke of the piston and in the latter type, 

water is discharged on forward and return strokes of the piston.  This type of pump is 

quite suitable for greater discharge under high head of water.  Force required to work a 

reciprocating pump is P = w*a*1 where, ‘P’ is the force required to lift the piston in kg, 

‘a’ is area of cylinder in m2, ‘l’ is the length of stroke in m and ‘w’ is the specific weight 

of water is 1000 kg m-3.  Work done in one upstroke is w*a*1*h, where ‘h’ is the total 

height through which the water is raised, m. 

(b) Rotary Pumps: In this type of pump, the reciprocating motion is substituted by the 

rotary motion.  The rotary motion is achieved by cams or by gears.  There are two cams 

or gears which fit with each other.  They rotate in opposite directions.  The water enters 

through the suction pipe and it is trapped between cams or teeth of gears and casing.  It is 
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then thrown with force into the discharge pipe.  This type of pump is useful for moderate 

heads and small discharges not greater than 40 litres per second. 

Variable Displacement Pump 
 The distinguishing feature of variable displacement pumps is the inverse 

relationship between the discharge rate and the pressure head.  As the pumping head 

increases, the rate of pumping decreases.  They are also termed as Roto Dynamic Pumps. 

(a) Centrifugal Pump: A centrifugal pump may be defined as one in which an impeller 

rotating inside a close – fitting case draws in the liquid at the centre and, by virtue of 

centrifugal force, throws out through an opening at the side of the casing.  In operation, 

the pump is filled with water and the impeller rotated.  The blades cause the liquid to 

rotate with the impeller and, in turn, import a high velocity to the water particles.  The 

centrifugal force causes the water particles to be thrown from the impeller reduces 

pressure at the inlet, allowing more water to be drawn in through the suction pipe by 

atmospheric pressure.  The liquid passes into the casing, where its high velocity is 

reduced and converted into pressure and the water is pumped out through the discharge 

pipe.  The conversion of velocity energy into pressure energy is accomplished either in a 

Volute casing or in a Diffuser. 

The centrifugal pumps are classified according to 

1. Type of energy conversion: 

(a) Volute   (b) Diffuser 

2. Number of stages 

(a) Single stage  (b) Multi stage 

3. Impeller types 

(a) Single or double action (b) Open, semi-open or closed 

4. Axis of rotation 

(a) Horizontal   (b) Vertical 

5. Method of drive 

(a) Direct connected  (b) Geared    (c) Belt or chain driven 

 

Selection of centrifugal pumps are based on the characteristic curves namely (1) Head 

capacity curve which shows how much water a given pump will deliver with a given 
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head at one particular speed. (2) Overall efficiency curve represents the relationship 

between the efficiency of the pump and the discharge for different speeds and (3) Break-

Horse Power curve gives the relation between the discharge, speed and horse power.  In 

case a centrifugal pump has to be selected for pumping from an open water source, the 

total head has to be calculated for selecting the suitable pump.  In case of wells, the head 

capacity curve of the well is matched with the pump head-efficiency-horse power curves 

and the pump is selected. 

 
Priming: While positive displacement pumps, especially piston pumps, can move and 

compress all fluids, including air, centrifugal pumps are very limited in their capacity to 

do so. Hence they are to be primed, or filled with water upto the top of the pump casing 

to initiate pumping priming is done by using (i) a foot valve to hold the water in the pump 

(ii) an auxiliary piston pump to fill the pump (iii) connection to an outside source of 

water under pressure for filling the pumps and (iv) use of a self priming construction. 

 

 

 

Common troubles and their remedies for a centrifugal pump are as follows: 



SWC 211 Soil and Water Conservation Engineering 

  Department of Soil & Water Conservation Engineering 

1. Pump fails to deliver water: (i) Air leak in suction line, mainly in threaded 

connections are to be located with white lead (ii) Gaskets admitting air should be 

tightened (iii) Defective foot valve should be checked for its flap and replaced. 

2. Pump fails to develop sufficient pressure or capacity: (i) Pump speed should be 

checked and corrected (ii) Suction line and foot valve clogging to be checked (iii) Check 

the suction lift (iv) Check for worn out impeller. 

3. Pump takes for much power: (i) Speed may be high (ii) Head may be lower and 

pumping too much water (iii) Mechanical defects in installation. 

4. Pump leaks excessively at the stuffing box: (i) Worn out packing or incorrectly 

inserted packing (ii) Worn out shaft to be renewed. 

5. Pump is noisy: (i) Too high suction lift (ii) Mechanical defects such as bent shaft, 

broken bearing etc. 

(b) Turbine Pumps: Turbine pumps consist of impellers placed below the water level 

and are driven by a vertical shaft rotated by an engine or motor placed at the ground level 

or under the water. 

1. Vertical Turbine Pump (or) Deep well Turbine Pump: is a vertical axis centrifugal or 

mixed flow type pump comprising of stages which accommodate rotating impellers and 

stationary bowls possessing guide vanes with the motor fixed on the ground level.  The 

pump bowl is surrounded by a screen to keep coarse sand and gravel away from entering 

the pump.  These pumps are adopted to high lifts and high efficiencies under optimum 

operating conditions.  The pressure head developed depends on the diameter of the 

impeller and the speed at which it is rotated.  Since the pressure head developed by a 

single impeller is not great, additional head is obtained by adding more bowl assemblies 

or stages.  Turbine pumps could be water lubricated or oil lubricated.  It is preferable to 

use oil lubricated pumps for wells giving fine sand along with water. 

Selection of Turbine Pumps: Characteristics curves giving the relationship among the 

head capacity, efficiency, horse power and speed are available for turbine pumps also.  

For turbine pump selection accurate data about the well is essential.  Besides the head 

capacity curve of the well, the seasonal fluctuations of water table should also be known 

so that the pump bowls are installed such that they are always under water. 
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2. Submersible Pump is a turbine pump coupled to a submersible electric motor.  A cable 

passing through the water supplies power to the motor.  Both the pump and the motor are 

suspended and operate under the water, pumping water through the discharge column.  

The pump eliminates the long shaft and bearings that are necessary for a vertical turbine 

pump.  Submersible pumps are cheaper than the vertical turbine pumps.  Suitable for 

deep settings and also for crooked wells which are not perfectly vertical.  The installation 

of the pup is easy and the initial cost of installation low.  The repair of the submersible 

pumps, when they go out of order is not easy and require technical skill.  Submersible 

pump requires little maintenance, after 6000 hours of operation or two years of service 

life, it may be necessary to with draw the pump from the bore hole and overhaul it.  

Selection of the submersible pump is mainly depending upon the bore well size, type, 

well discharge etc. 

3. Propeller Pumps: The principal parts of the propeller pumps and method of operation 

are similar to the turbine pumps.  The main difference is in design of the impellers, which 

give high discharges at low heads.  Two types of impellers i.e. axial flow type and mixed 

flow type are used in this pump.  In single stage pumps only one impeller is used and in 

multistage pumps more than one impeller is used.  The selection of a propeller pump is 

done based on the characteristic curves compared with the well discharge and head. 

4. Jet Pumps: Consist of a combination of a centrifugal pump and a jet mechanism or 

ejector.  Jet pump is used when the suction lift of the centrifugal pump exceeds the 

permissible limits.  A portion of the water from the centrifugal pump is passed through 

the drop pipe to the nozzle of the jet assembly.  This water is forced through the throat 

opening of the diffuser, creating a vacuum which causes water to be drawn from the well.  

The water mixed with the boost water is carried up through the diffuser where the high 

velocity energy is converted into useful pressure energy, forcing the water up through the 

delivery pipe to the centrifugal pump. 
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5. Air-lift Pump operates by the injection of compressed air directly into the water inside 

a discharge or eductor pipe at a point below the water level in the well.  The injection of 

the air results in a mixture of air bubbles and water.  This composite fluid is lighter in 

weight than water so that the heavier column of water around the pipe displaces the 

lighter mixture facing it upward and out of the discharge pipe.  The piping assembly 

consists of a vertical discharge pipe called the eductor pipe – and a smaller air pipe.  Air-

lift pumping is extensively used in the development and preliminary testing and cleaning 

of tube wells.  The advantages of air-lift pumps are simplicity, tube well need not be 

perfectly straight or vertical, and impure water will not damage the pump.  The main 

disadvantage is its low efficiency about 30 per cent. 

Specific Speed of a pump may be defined as the speed of a geometrically similar pump 

when delivering one m3 s-1 of water against a total head on one metre.  The value of 

specific speed is useful in comparing the performance of different pumps. 

Specific Speed (rpm), 
4

3

2
1

s
H

Q*nn =  
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where, n = Pump speed (rpm); Q = Pump discharge (m3 s-1); H = Total head (m). 

 

POWER REQUIREMENTS FOR PUMPING 

1. Water Horse Power (WHP) is the theoretical horse power required for pumping. 

75
)m(headTotal*)seclitres(eargDisch

WHP
1−

=  

2. Shaft Horse Power is the power required at the pump shaft. 

 
EfficiencyPump

PowerHorseWater
PowerHorseShaft =  

3. Pump Efficiency = 100*
PowerHorseShaft
PowerHorseWater

 

4. Brake Horse Power (BHP) is the actual horse power required to be supplied by the 

engine or electric motor for driving the pump. 

(i) For direct driven pump, BHP = Shaft Horse Power 

(ii) With belt or indirect drives, BHP = 
EfficiencyDrive*EfficiencyPump

PowerHorseWater
 

5. Horse Power Input to electric motor =  

EfficiencyMotor*EfficiencyDrive*EfficiencyPump
PowerHorseWater

 

6. Kilowatt Input to electric motor (or) Energy Consumption in Kilowatt Hours 

EfficiencyMotor
746.0*PowerHorseBrake

KilowattsinEnergy =  

7. Cost of operation for electric motor  

= Energy in Kilowatts*Hours of pumping*Cost per Kilowatt Hour 

The pump efficiency of most of the pumps generally ranges from 60 to 70 per 

cent and the drive efficiency of motor is about 80 per cent.  The overall efficiency of the 

system may be approximately 50 to 55 per cent. 
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General maintenance of pumps for maximum working efficiency 

1. The suction lift should be periodically checked and it should be within the permissible 

limits. 

2. The gland packing in the pump should be checked and replaced if necessary.  The 

water should drip through the packing at a rate of 15 to 30 drops minute. 

3. Periodical inspection of impeller of the pump is necessary for wear. 

4. The rpm of the prime mover should be at the rated valve. 

5. The alignment of the pimp and motor shaft should  be checked. 

 

EXERCISE 

1. A centrifugal pump delivering 851.25 litres per minute irrigates 1.619 hectares 

working 8 hours in a day.  What is the depth of irrigation per day? 

2. A pump delivers 22,730 litres of water to a height of 45.6 metres in every five minutes.  

If the efficiency of the pump is 75 per cent, what is the horsepower required to drive the 

pump? 

3. A pump driven by an electric motor delivers 454.6 litre of water to a height of 30.4 

metres in every minute.  If the efficiency of the pump is 70 per cent and the motor takes 

19 amps at 200 volts, what is the efficiency of the motor? 

4. A centrifugal pump driven by an oil engine delivers 851.25 litres per minute.  If the 

pump works for 10 hours a day how many hectares of paddy crop can be irrigated by the 

discharge, interval of irrigation being 10 days and depth of irrigation being 2.54 cms. 

5. Calculate the cost of pumping 4 million litres of water from a well with a centrifugal 

pump from the following data. 

Suction head = 3 metres; Delivery head = 7 metres; Friction head = 1.5 metres 

Output of the pump = 40,000 litres/ hour; Pump efficiency = 70 per cent 

Motor efficiency = 85 per cent; Cost of electricity = 10 paise per unit.  


